@ 0

Mains
Answer Writing

| (Consolidation) |




2  MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION JULY (2024)

General Studies Paper-1.......cccciiiiiiueiiiiniieniiiiiienniiimiessiesessssseesssses 3

L N o 111 o o O PP PP PPN 3
L N CT=To Y= -1 ] 1Y/ SRS 5
@ INAian Heritage and CUIUIE .......uviiiieee ettt e et e e e e e e e s et it e e e e e e e e s s e aaasaaeeeeeeseesnnssraaeeeeaeaan 8
L N [0 To [T Yo Yol =Y Y PSPPSRI 10

General Studies Paper-2....... v iieiiieiiiiireeiereerreereneresssrnssressssnssssasessnssssssssnssssnsssnns 14

L o 11 VA T3 CTo 1V =T o o = o] SRR 14
L [N =T o F L a (oY 1 W =] = To] s RO 19
o Yol | I LU E T ol 24

@ B COMOMY et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeaaeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaeeereereeens 27
®  SCIENCE AN TECANOIORY ....uveeiiiiieiie ettt ettt e st e s bt e e s bt e e bte e sabeesabeeesabeesabeesneeenns 32
®  Biodiversity & ENVIFONMENT.. ..o ceeee et se e ettt e e et e e e et e e e st e e e e sataeeesensaeeesassaeeesnnneeeessnnnneens 33
L [N =T g o | BT Yol U T 1 Y U TRPN 35
L I DT R =T Y T g = e =T o 1T oL PP PP PP PPPPPPPPP 40

General StUdIes Paper-4........cccceieeeiiiieniiiennieiteneenenscerenssessensssssnssessassssssnsesssnssssssnsesssd2

L N B o T=To ] f=Yu or=] I O LU =T u Lo o TN 42
L 6 1 I 1 U« 1Y TP RUPPTOTPRURRRN 49

www.drishtilAS.com




www.drishtilAS.com
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-1

1. The rise of regional kingdoms in post-Gupta India
presented a fragmented political landscape. Discuss the
factors that led to this fragmentation and analyze its
impact on the cultural development of the subcontinent.
(250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by highlighting the significance of gupta
empire
® Delve into Factors Leading to Fragmentation post-
Gupta period
® Highlight its impacts on cultural development
® Conclude suitably.
Introduction:

The Gupta Empire’s golden age (4th-6th centuries CE)

witnessed a unified India experiencing cultural and economic
prosperity. However, its decline ushered in a period of political
fragmentation, with numerous regional kingdoms vying for
dominance.

Body:

Factors Leading to Fragmentation:

Internal Conflicts: The Gupta Empire faced significant
internal fighting and dissensions among the royal
family, which weakened the central authority.

€ This is evident from the fact that Vishnugupta,
who reigned from 540 to 550 CE, was the last
recognized king of the Gupta line.

€ Such internal strife likely contributed to a lack of
strong, unified leadership and made the empire
vulnerable to external threats.

External Invasions: The Hun invasions played a crucial
role in the empire’s decline. During Skanda Gupta’s
reign (the grandson of Chandragupta II), the Huns
invaded northwest India.

€ Although Skanda Gupta successfully repelled this
initial invasion, it drained the empire’s financial
resources significantly.

@ Llater, in the sixth century CE, the Huns managed
to occupy vast territories including Malwa,
Gujarat, Punjab, and Gandhara, further
weakening the Gupta hold over these regions.

Loss of Territories to Regional Powers: The Gupta
Empire also faced attacks from other regional powers.

@ During the reign of Budhagupta, the Vakataka
ruler Narendrasena of western Deccan attacked
Malwa, Mekala, and Kosala.

@ Llater, another Vakataka king, Harishena,
conquered Malwa and Gujarat from the Guptas.
These losses of territory to regional powers
significantly reduced the Gupta Empire’s extent
and resources.

Rise of Independent Rulers: As the Hun invasion
weakened the Gupta hold in the country, independent
rulers emerged across northern India.

@ Examples include Yasodharman of Malwa, the
Maukharis of Uttar Pradesh, the Maitrakas in
Saurashtra, and various rulers in Bengal.

@ This proliferation of regional powers further
eroded the Gupta Empire’s authority and
territorial control.

Geographical Contraction: As a result of these various
factors, the Gupta Empire gradually shrank in size.
From controlling vast territories across northern India,
the empire eventually came to be restricted to only
Magadha.

€ This contraction severely limited the resources
and power base of the Gupta rulers.

Impact on Cultural Development:

Despite the political fragmentation, this period

witnessed a fascinating paradox: a flourishing of diverse
cultural expressions across the subcontinent.

® Regional Patronage: Each kingdom developed its own

distinct artistic style and literary traditions.

@ The Chalukyas in the Deccan excelled in temple
architecture, while the Pallavas in South India left
behind magnificent like
Mahabalipuram.

monuments

@ This regional patronage fostered a rich tapestry of
artistic expression.

® Bhakti Movement: The fragmented political landscape

offered fertile ground for the rise of the Bhakti
movement, emphasizing devotional worship of
personal deities.
€ This movement transcended regional boundaries
and used vernacular languages like Tamil,
Kannada, and Hindi, leading to the development
of new literary forms.
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® Spread of Knowledge: Trade flourished along
established routes, facilitating the exchange of ideas
and cultural practices.

@ Thiscross-pollination further enriched the cultural
landscape, for example, the influence of Pallava
architecture on Southeast Asian temples.

Conclusion:

The post-Gupta fragmentation in India was a period of
both political disarray and cultural dynamism. While regional
kingdoms led to a fragmented political landscape, it also
fostered a vibrant cultural mosaic. The legacy of this era lies
in the rich blend of regional cultures that continues to define
the subcontinent.

2. Examine the economic policies of the British East India
Company and the subsequent British Raj. How did these
policies shape India’s agrarian, industrial, and commercial
development? (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by outlining the scope of the
answer as a period of economic exploitation.
® Delve into the economic policies of the British East
India Company and its impact on agrarian, industrial,
and commercial development.

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The economic policies implemented by the British East
India Company (EIC) and later the British Raj represent a
pivotal chapter in India’s economic history, profoundly shaping
the nation’s developmental trajectory for centuries.

® These policies were instrumental in transforming India
from a self-sufficient economy into a colonial market
and raw material supplier for British industrial and
commercial interests.
Body:
The East India Company (1773-1858):

The East India Company’s primary objective was profit
maximization through trade. Its economic policies revolved
around:

® Monopoly and Trade: The company established
monopolies in specific goods, particularly textiles and
spices.
€ For instance, the Company acquired exclusive
rights to trade in Bengal’s salt and opium, leading
to exorbitant prices for the local populace.
® Land Revenue System: The Permanent Settlement,
Mahalwari, and Ryotwari systems were introduced to
maximize revenue collection.

@ The Permanent Settlement in Bengal, for example,
granted Zamindars the right to collect land
revenue, leading to exploitation of peasants and
hindering agricultural development.

® Commercialization of Agriculture: The company
promoted cash crop cultivation (indigo, cotton, opium)
to meet European demands.

@ The cultivation of indigo, a labor-intensive crop,
led to widespread indebtedness and agrarian
unrest, as exemplified by the Indigo Revolt.

€ Commercialization led to land fragmentation,
indebtedness, and famines. The Great Famine of
1876-78 is a stark example of the consequences
of this agrarian distress.

The British Raj (1858-1947):

With the British Crown taking over, economic policies
became more systematic and exploitative:

® Deindustrialization: The British adopted policies to
dismantle India’s textile industry, a major economic
backbone.

@ The imposition of heavy duties on Indian textiles
and the influx of cheap British machine-made
cloth destroyed the livelihoods of millions of
weavers.

® Raw Material Supplier: India was transformed into a
primary producer of raw materials like cotton, jute,
and indigo for British industries.

@ The cultivation of cotton in areas unsuitable for it
led to soil exhaustion and decreased agricultural

productivity.
® Infrastructure Development: While some
infrastructure like railways and irrigation was
developed, these were primarily for resource

extraction and export, rather than benefiting the
Indian economy.

€ The railways, for instance, facilitated the
transportation of raw materials to ports for
export, rather than connecting rural areas for
domestic trade.

® Drain of Wealth: The Home Charges, a massive transfer
of wealth to Britain, further impoverished India.

@ Thisincluded salaries of British officials, dividends
to shareholders, and payments for war
reparations.

€ Dadabhai Naoroji’s Theory of the Drain of Wealth
stated that the main reason behind poverty was
the colonial rule that was draining the wealth and
prosperity of India.
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Conclusion:

The economic policies of the British East India Company
and the British Raj fundamentally reshaped India’s economic
landscape. While there were some modernizing influences,
the overall impact was largely exploitative, hindering India’s
balanced economic development and self-sufficiency.

3. The Eastern and Western Ghats are two major mountain
ranges in India, yet their influence on climate and
agriculture differs significantly. Discuss. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by mentioning Eastern and
Western Ghats

® Delve into the Contrasting Influence of Eastern and
Western Ghats on Climate and Agriculture
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Eastern and Western Ghats stand as testaments
to the beauty of Indian geography. Yet, despite their
shared designation as mountain ranges, their influence on
the nation’s climate and agricultural practices is a tale of
contrasting embraces.

Body:
Contrasting Influence of Eastern and Western Ghats on
Climate and Agriculture:
® Rainfall Patterns:
€ Western Ghats: Acts as a rain barrier. The
southwest monsoon winds carrying moisture rise
due to the Western Ghats, leading to heavy
orographic rainfall on the western slopes (Kerala,

Maharashtra).
O This creates a rain shadow effect on the
eastern side (Deccan Plateau) with

significantly less precipitation.
€ Eastern Ghats: Limited impact on monsoon
deflection. Due to their lower elevation and

discontinuous nature, the Eastern Ghats have a

lesser influence on monsoon patterns.

O However, they allow some of the remaining
moisture to reach the coastal plains of
AndhraPradeshand Tamil Nadu, contributing
to moderate rainfall.

® Temperature Regulation:
€@ Western Ghats: Moderate coastal temperatures.
The Western Ghats act as a physical barrier,
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preventing the hot, dry winds from the Deccan

Plateau from reaching the western coast. This

maintains a more pleasant and humid climate

along the Malabar Coast.

€ Eastern Ghats: Minimal impact on temperature.
Due to their lower elevation and fragmented
nature, the Eastern Ghats have a minimal
influence on regulating regional temperatures.
The adjoining areas experience seasonal variations
more directly.

® Influence on Vegetation:

€ Western Ghats: Promote lush, evergreen forests.
The high rainfall and moderate temperatures
create ideal conditions for dense forests with rich
biodiversity.

O This vegetation further influences rainfall
patterns by promoting evapotranspiration
and contributes to cooler temperatures.

@ Eastern Ghats: Support drier deciduous forests
and scrublands. The lower and more erratic
rainfall patterns in the rain shadow of the Eastern
Ghats lead to the growth of drier forests with
seasonal shedding of leaves.

O Shrublands and grasslands are also common,
adapted to the harsher conditions.

® Influence on Agriculture:

€@ Western Ghats: Favor plantation agriculture. The
high rainfall and moderate temperatures create
ideal conditions for plantation crops like coffee,
tea, cardamom, and spices.

O Additionally, the fertile soils on the slopes
support the cultivation of fruits like mangoes
and bananas.

€@ Eastern Ghats: Promote mixed farming and
drought-resistant crops. The moderate and often
erratic rainfall patterns necessitate a mix of crops
with varying water requirements.

O Pulses, millets, cotton, and some oilseeds
are commonly cultivated. Additionally,
drought-resistant crops like sorghum and
pearl millet are crucial for food security in
these regions.

® Water Resource Management:

€@ Western Ghats: Act as natural water towers. The
dense forests in the Western Ghats capture and
store rainwater, feeding numerous perennial
rivers that flow westward. These rivers are crucial
for irrigation and water supply in the region.
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€ Eastern Ghats: Limited impact on major river
systems. The Eastern Ghats have a smaller
network of rivers compared to the Western Ghats.
O However, they contribute to the flow of some
major rivers like the Godavari and Mahanadi,
playing a vital role in eastern India’s water

resources.

Conclusion:

Both mountain ranges are facing unique challenges in
the context of climate change, population pressure, and
developmental needs. The conservation and sustainable
management of these crucial ecological regions are imperative
for India’s environmental stability, food security, and overall
sustainable development

4. Globalization has significantly impacted various
geographical processes. What are the geographical
challenges and opportunities associated with
globalization? (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by defining globalization and its impact
using a data
® Delve into geographical challenges of globalization
® Highlight the opportunities associated with
globalization

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Globalization, the process of increased
interconnectedness and interdependence of world
economies, cultures, and populations, has profoundly
reshaped geographical processes worldwide.

® The scale of this phenomenon is evident in the dramatic

rise of global trade, which has grown from about 25%

of world GDP in the 1960s to over 60% in recent years.
Body:

Geographical Challenges of Globalization:

® C(Climate Change and Environmental Degradation:
Globalization has accelerated climate change through
increased carbon emissions from global trade and
transportation.

@ The shipping industry alone contributes about
3% of global greenhouse gas emissions.

@ Deforestation for global agricultural demand,
such as Amazon rainforest clearing for soybean
production, exacerbates this issue.

® Resource Depletion: The global demand for resources
has led to overexploitation, threatening ecosystems
worldwide.

@ Decades of destructive fishing has resulted in the
precipitous decline of key fish stocks such as
Bluefin tuna and Grand Banks cod

@ Freshwater resources are under strain due to
increased agricultural and industrial demands as
seen in California Central Valley.

® Uneven Development and Spatial Inequalities:
Globalization has concentrated economic activities in
certain regions, leading to geographical disparities.

@ This is evident in the growth of megacities in
developing countries (like Bengaluru), causing
rapid rural-urban migration and urban sprawl.

@ The development of special economic zones
creates pockets of prosperity, while gentrification
in global cities leads to spatial segregation and
displacement of local populations.

® Energy Security and Resource Conflicts: Competition
for energy resources has intensified, leading to
geopolitical tensions.

€@ Competition over Arctic oil and gas resources,
newly accessible due to melting ice, highlight this
challenge.

@ Conflicts over rare earth minerals, essential for
modern technologies, have also emerged as a
geographical consequence of globalization.

Geographical Opportunities of Globalization:

® Enhanced Connectivity and
Development: Globalization has
development of transportation
support global trade.

Infrastructure
spurred the
infrastructure to

€ The India-Middle East-Europe Corridor is a prime
example. This trend has led to the expansion and
modernization of ports, airports, and rail
networks worldwide, as well as the development
of smart cities and digital infrastructure.

® New Resource Exploration and Sustainable Resource
Management: Technological advancements have
made previously inaccessible resources available.

@ Exploration of alternative energy sources like
geothermal and tidal energy represent new
opportunities arising from globalization.

® Regional Economic Integration and Cross-border
Cooperation: Globalization has facilitated the
formation of economic blocs and free trade areas.

@ The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)
- the world’s largest free-trade area is a prime
example.

www.drishtilAS.com




www.drishtilAS.com

€ This trend has also led to the development of
transboundary conservation initiatives like Peace
Parks in Southern Africa.

® Geographical Indication Tags and Global Market

Access: Globalization has enhanced the recognition

and protection of local products through Geographical

Indication (Gl) tags.

€ For example, Darjeeling Tea from India,
Champagne from France, and Parmigiano-
Reggiano cheese from Italy have gained
international recognition and premium status in
global markets due to their Gl tags

Conclusion:

Globalization has indelibly altered the geographical
fabric of the world, presenting a dichotomy of challenges and
opportunities. As geographical processes continue to evolve
under the influence of globalization, our ability to adapt and
respond collectively will determine the shape of our shared
global geography in the years to come.

5. Discuss the concept of carrying capacity in the context
of population geography. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by defining the carrying capacity
® Delve into the Factors Influencing Carrying Capacity
® Highlight the Applications of Carrying Capacity in
Population Geography
® Conclude positively.

Introduction:

Carrying capacity is a fundamental concept in population
geography that refers to the maximum population size an
environment can sustain indefinitely, given the food, habitat,
water, and other resources available.

Body:
Factors Influencing Carrying Capacity:
® Resource Availability: Access to food, water, and
energy significantly impacts carrying capacity. Regions
with abundant resources can support larger
populations.
€ The Ganga River system is a prominent example.
O Also, the Nile River Valley in Egypt supports
a larger population than the surrounding
desert due to its abundant water resources
® Technological Advancements: Technological
innovations can enhance resource utilization and
expand carrying capacity.
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@ The Green Revolution in India during the 1960s
and 1970s increased agricultural productivity
® Societal Structures and Consumption Patterns:
Lifestyle choices, consumption patterns, and waste
management practices influence resource utilization
and, consequently, carrying capacity.

@ Japan supports a large population despite limited
natural resources by efficiently using resources
and adopting sustainable consumption practices

® Environmental Factors: Climate change, natural
disasters, and land degradation affect the carrying
capacity of a region.

€ Climate change has reduced the carrying capacity
of Africa’s Sahel region.

Applications of Carrying Capacity in Population Geography
® Population Projections and Planning

@ Predicting population growth: By estimating
carrying capacity, demographers can project
future population trends and their implications
for resource consumption and environmental
impact.

€ Urbanplanning:ithelpsinplanninginfrastructure,
housing, and services to accommodate future
population growth.

€ Migration studies: It can help understand
migration patterns and their impact on source
and destination areas.

® Resource Management and Conservation

€ Sustainable resource utilization: It helps in
determining the optimal level of resource
extraction without depleting natural capital.

€ Environmental impact assessment: It is crucial
for assessing the environmental impact of human
activities.

@ Agricultural planning: Determining the carrying
capacity of agricultural land helps in optimizing
crop production and preventing land degradation.

® Disaster Preparedness and Response

@ Vulnerability assessment: Identifying areas with
low carrying capacity due to factors like natural
hazards can help in disaster preparedness
planning.

@ Population relocation: In case of disasters,
understanding the carrying capacity of unaffected
regions can aid in population relocation and
resettlement.
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® Policy Formulation and Governance

€ Populationpolicies: Itcaninformthe development
of population policies, such as family planning
programs and incentives.

€ Landuse planning: Assessing the carrying capacity
of different land use types helps in optimizing
land use patterns.

€ Environmental regulations: Carrying capacity

considerations are essential for developing
effective  environmental regulations and
standards.

® Conflict Prevention and Management
€ Resource scarcity: Understanding the relationship
between population growth, resource scarcity,
and conflict can help in conflict prevention and
management.
€ Refugee crisis: Assessing the carrying capacity of
refugee-hosting countries is crucial for providing
adequate humanitarian assistance.
® Global Sustainability
€ Ecological footprint: It is linked to the ecological
footprint, which measures human demand on the
planet’s resources.
€ Sustainable development goals: Understanding
carrying capacity is essential for achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
particularly those related to poverty, hunger, and
environmental protection.
Conclusion :

As global challenges like climate change, resource
depletion, and unplanned urbanization intensify,
understanding and applying carrying capacity principles
becomes increasingly vital. However, it’s essential to recognize
that carrying capacity is not a fixed limit but a dynamic
concept influenced by technological innovation, socio-
economic factors, and policy decisions.

6. “Artforart’s sake” versus “Art for social change.” Discuss
this debate in the context of contemporary Indian art.
(150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by defining art for art’s sake
and art for social change
® Delveinto concept and relevance of Art for art’s sake
in Contemporary Indian Art form

® Highlight the concept and relevance of Art for social
change in Contemporary Indian Art form
® Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction:

The debate between “Art for art’s sake” and “Art for
social change” has been a significant discourse in the art
world, while Art for art’s sake emphasizes aesthetic value
and artistic expression for its own merit, Art for social change
views art as a medium for addressing societal issues and
inspiring action.

® In the context of contemporary Indian art, this debate
takes on unique dimensions, reflecting the country’s
rich cultural heritage, complex social fabric, and
rapidly changing socio-economic landscape.
Body:
“Art for Art’s Sake”:

® Concept: This perspective emphasizes aesthetic value
over didacticc, moral, or utilitarian functions,
advocating that art should be created and appreciated
for its intrinsic beauty and form.

€ Rooted in the 19th-century European aesthetic
movement, it is particularly associated with
Théophile Gautier and Walter Pater.

@ This viewpoint champions artistic freedom and
autonomy from societal pressures and is
influenced by Indian philosophical concepts like
the ‘rasa’ theory in classical aesthetics

® [n Contemporary Indian art:

@ Artists like S.H. Raza and V.S. Gaitonde focus on
abstract forms and colors, drawing from tantric
art and Indian spirituality

€ The Bombay Progressive Artists’ Group initially
focused on modernist aesthetics, seeking to break
from academic realism

€ Nasreen Mohamedi’s minimalist drawings and
photographs emphasize line, form, and space

“Art for Social Change”:

® Concept: This perspective views art as a medium to
address social, political, and cultural issues, aiming to
raise awareness, provoke thought, and inspire action.
€ Rooted in the belief that art has a responsibility
to engage with society, it often draws inspiration
from social realism, activist movements, and
India’s history of socially engaged art.
® In Contemporary Indian Art:
@ Artists like Subodh Gupta use everyday objects to
comment on consumerism (like ‘Very Hungry
God’), migration, and class disparities
€ Painter Arpita Singh addresses issues of women’s
rights and social justice through her vibrant,
narrative-rich canvases
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@ Performance artist Tejal Shah addresses issues of
gender, sexuality, and ecology through their
multidisciplinary practice

Conclusion:

The dynamic interplay between “Art for art’s sake” and
“Art for social change” enriches India’s art scene, merging
aesthetics with social commentary. Artists like Nalini Malani
create works that are both visually compelling and socially
relevant. This ongoing dialogue enhances Indian art’s global
resonance and contributes to the broader discourse on art’s
role in society.

7. Explain the core principles of Vedanta and Yoga school
of thought and how it has influenced Indian society. (150
words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by defining Vedanta and Yoga
® Delve into core principles and influence of Vedanta
on Indian Society
® Mention the core principles and influence of Yoga on
Indian Society
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Vedanta and Yoga, two cornerstone philosophies of
Indian thought, have profoundly shaped the spiritual and
cultural fabric of India for millennia.

® The term Vedanta means in Sanskrit the “conclusion”

(anta) of the Vedas, the earliest sacred literature of

India. It explores the nature of reality, the self, and

ultimate liberation.

® Yoga, derived from the Sanskrit “yuj” (to unite), is both
a philosophy and a practice aimed at harmonizing
body, mind, and spirit.
Body:
Vedanta:
® Core Principles of Vedanta
€ Brahman: The ultimate reality and universal soul

O Concept of a single, all-encompassing divine
essence

O Brahman as the source and ground of all
existence

€ Atman: The individual soul
O Belief that Atman is identical to Brahman
O The goal of realizing this identity (self-
realization)

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION JULY (2024)

€ Maya: The illusory nature of the material world

O Understanding that the physical world is not
ultimate reality

O Concept of the world as a divine play (lila)
€ Moksha: Liberation from the cycle of rebirth
O Ultimate goal of Vedantic philosophy
O Achieved through knowledge, devotion, or
selfless action

€ Non-dualism (Advaita): Prominent school within

Vedanta emphasizing the oneness of all reality
® Influence on In Society:

@ Philosophical and Religious Worldview: Shaped
core Hindu beliefs about the nature of reality and
the self
O Influenced the development of various Hindu

schools of thought
O Contributed to the concept of religious
tolerance through the idea of different paths

to truth
€ Social Ethics and Values: Promoted the idea of
spiritual equality, challenging rigid caste
distinctions

O Emphasized selfless service (seva) and duty
(dharma) in society
O Influenced the concept of karma and its role
in shaping one’s life and actions
@ Political and Social Reformist Movements:
Influenced reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy
and Swami Vivekananda

O Played a role in shaping nationalist thought
during the independence movement
Yoga:
® Core Principles of Yoga
@ Eight-limbed path (Ashtanga Yoga)
O Yama (ethical standards)
O Niyama (self-discipline)
O Asana (postures)
O Pranayama (breath control)
O Pratyahara (withdrawal of senses)
O Dharana (concentration)
O Dhyana (meditation)
O Samadhi (union with the divine)

4 Union of individual consciousness with universal
consciousness

O Yoga as a means to achieve this union
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O Emphasis on practical techniques for spiritual
growth
@ Control of the mind and its modifications
O Stilling the fluctuations of the mind (chitta
vritti nirodha)
O Developing
pointedness

concentration and  one-
® Influence on Indian Society:

@ Health and Wellness Practices: Popularized yoga
as a holistic system for physical and mental well-
being
O Integrated into daily life as a means of

maintaining health and preventing illness

@ Education and Physical Culture: Incorporated
into school curricula as part of physical education
O Promoted as a means of character building

and discipline in educational institutions

@ Spiritual and Religious Practices: Provided
practical techniques for spiritual development
across various Indian religions
O Influenced meditation practices in Hinduism,

Buddhism, and Jainism
O Shaped ascetic traditions and practices in
Indian spirituality

€ Mental Health and Stress Management: Widely
adopted as a means of managing stress and
improving mental health
O Integrated into corporate wellness programs

and lifestyle management

€ Cultural Identity and National Pride: Became a
symbol of Indian cultural heritage and identity
O Promoted as part of India’s soft power and

cultural diplomacy
O Led to the establishment of International
Yoga Day, enhancing national pride
Conclusion:

Vedanta and Yoga, through their emphasis on self-
knowledge, ethical conduct, and the pursuit of liberation,
have left an enduring mark on Indian society. Their teachings
continue to influence individual and social values, shaping a
culture that prioritizes introspection, well-being, and spiritual
growth.

8. Discuss the social and legal challenges faced by the
LGBTQ+ community and suggest measures for promoting
their rights and inclusion. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by defining LGBTQ+ community

® Delve into the challenges faced by LGBTQ+
community

® Measures for Promoting Rights and Inclusion of
LGBTQ+

® Conclude positively.

Introduction:

The LGBTQ+ community, encompassing individuals
who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer,
and other diverse sexual orientations and gender identities

® India, a nation known for its vibrant culture and ancient
traditions, is at a crossroads when it comes to ensuring
equal rights for its LGBTQ+ citizens. Progress has been
made, but significant challenges remain.
Body:
Challenges faced by LGBTQ+ Community:
® Social Challenges:

€ Stigma and Discrimination: Widespread prejudice
leads to discrimination in housing, employment,
healthcare, and education. LGBTQ+ individuals
often face barriers in accessing basic services and
opportunities.

€ Lack of Family Acceptance: Many LGBTQ+
individuals face rejection from family members
upon coming out. This can lead to emotional
trauma, homelessness, and loss of support
systems.

@ Violence and Hate Crimes: The community
remains vulnerable to physical and sexual
violence, often perpetrated with impunity.

O This includes targeted assaults, corrective
rape, and domestic violence.

€ Mental Health Issues: Higher rates of depression,
anxiety, and suicide among LGBTQ+ individuals
due to societal pressure and minority stress.

O Limited access to LGBTQ+-affirming mental
health services exacerbates the problem.
® Legal Challenges:

@ Absence of Same-Sex Marriage: Lack of legal
recognition for same-sex unions denies LGBTQ+
couples various rights including inheritance,
adoption, and hospital visitation rights.

€ Inadequate Anti-Discrimination Laws: Absence
of comprehensive laws protecting LGBTQ+
individuals from discrimination in employment,
housing, and public services.
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@ Adoption and Surrogacy Restrictions: Legal
barriers prevent LGBTQ+ individuals and couples
from adopting children or accessing surrogacy
services, limiting their family-building options.

Measures for Promoting Rights and Inclusion of LGBTQ+:

® LGBTQ+ Entrepreneurship Incubators: Establish
specialized business incubators and accelerators for

LGBTQ+ entrepreneurs.

€ Provide mentorship, funding, and networking
opportunities to help build a strong LGBTQ+
business community.

® Legislative Reforms: Enact comprehensive anti-
discrimination measures, and ensure inclusive
healthcare and education policies. This legal
framework is crucial for combating discrimination and
promoting equality.

® Law Enforcement Training: Sensitize police officers to
handle LGBTQ+ issues with empathy and respect.

& Establish LGBTQ+ liaison officers in police
departments to improve community relations
and facilitate reporting of hate crimes.

® LGBTQ+ Visibility: Promote positive and diverse
portrayals of LGBTQ+ individuals in media and popular
culture.

€ Support LGBTQ+ artists, writers, and content
creators to challenge stereotypes and normalize
LGBTQ+ experiences.

® LGBTQ+ Sports Leagues: Establish inclusive sports
leagues and tournaments that welcome LGBTQ+
participants. This could promote health, community
building, and challenge stereotypes about LGBTQ+
individuals in athletics.
Conclusion:

Achieving full inclusion for LGBTQ+ individuals in India
requires a multifaceted approach. Legal reforms, social
awareness campaigns, and robust community support
structures are all crucial steps towards a brighter future where
all citizens can live with dignity and respect. By embracing
diversity and fostering understanding, India can unlock the
true potential of its LGBTQ+ community.

9. Evaluate the impact of internal migration on social
structures and urban development in India’s megacities.
(250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by defining internal migration and giving
data related to it
® Giveimpact of internal migration on social structures
® Highlight its impacts on Urban Development
® Conclude positively.
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Introduction:

Internal migration, the movement of people within a
country’s borders, has been a significant driver of social and
urban transformation in India.

® This phenomenon has particularly impacted India’s
megacities - urban agglomerations with populations
exceeding 10 million.
® |ISFR-2021 says that India has five megacities: Mumbai,
Delhi, Kolkata, Bengaluru, and Chennai.
Body:
Impact on Social Structures:

® Demographic Shifts: Internal migration has significantly
altered the demographic composition of India’s
megacities.

@ The influx of migrants, predominantly young
males seeking employment, has skewed age and
gender ratios.

€ Sex Ratio in Delhi is 868 which is below national
average of 940 as per the last census, partly due
to male-dominated migration patterns.

@ This imbalance has implications for social
dynamics, marriage patterns, and even crime
rates in urban areas.

® Cultural Diversity and Integration: Megacities have
become melting pots of diverse cultures, languages,
and traditions.

€ Mumbai, for example, has sizable populations
from almost every Indian state, each bringing
their unique cultural elements.

€@ However, it has also presented challenges that
occasionally led to cultural conflicts or the
formation of linguistic or regional enclaves
within cities.

® Evolving Family Structures: Migration has catalyzed a
shift from traditional joint family systems to nuclear
families in urban areas.

€ India had an average household size of 4.44
people in 2021.

€@ Moreover, there’s been a rise in single-person
households and live-in relationships, particularly
in  megacities, challenging traditional social
norms.

® Social Networks and Support Systems: Migrants often
form new social networks in urban areas, often based
on regional or linguistic affiliations.

@ For instance, the Marwari community in Kolkata
have established strong networks that provide
social and economic support to new migrants.
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€ However, this urban migration has also led to the
weakening of traditional support systems in
rural areas, with many villages experiencing a
‘brain drain’ and a shortage of working-age
individuals.
Impact on Urban Development:

® Housing Challenges: The rapid influx of migrants has
put immense pressure on urban housing.

€ This has led to the proliferation of informal
settlements and slums.

@ Dharavi is the largest slum in Mumbai, India,
located on just over 2 square kilometers and
home to over 1 million people.

® Infrastructure and Services Strain: Megacities struggle
to provide adequate infrastructure and services for
their growing populations.

€ Water scarcity, power shortages, and inadequate
sanitation are common issues.

® Economic Landscape Transformation: Migrants have
significantly contributed to the urban economy,
particularly in the informal sector.

€ Around 90% of all employed persons in India are
in the informal sector.

€ The gig economy has also grown, with platforms
like Ola, Uber, and Swiggy providing employment
opportunities for many migrants.

O However, this has also raised concerns about
job security and workers’ rights.
® Urban Planning Challenges: The rapid and often
unplanned growth of megacities has posed significant
challenges for urban planners.

€ Cities have expanded haphazardly, leading to
urban sprawl and environmental degradation.

€ Bengaluru, once known as the ‘Garden City,” has
lost a lot of its green cover.

® Public Health Implications: The dense populations in
megacities, combined with inadequate sanitation and
healthcare infrastructure, have created public health
challenges.

€ The Covid-19 pandemic highlighted these issues,
with becoming hotspots
transmission.

slums for virus
€ Moreover, air pollution in cities like Delhi has
become a major health concern, with the city’s air

quality frequently reaching hazardous levels.

Conclusion:

Internal migration has been a double-edged sword for
India’s megacities. Addressing challenges related to it requires
better urban planning, inclusive policies, and improved
data collection. Initiatives like the Smart Cities Mission,
AMRUT, and the National Urban Livelihoods Mission aim
to create resilient and inclusive cities, ensuring growth and
opportunities for all.

10. Analyze the impact of consumerism on Indian society
and culture. How has it reshaped consumption patterns,
lifestyles, and social aspirations? (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by mentioning the advent of
consumerism in India

® Mention how Consumerism is reshaping
Consumption Patterns

® Delve into how Consumerism is Transforming
Lifestyles

® Highlight how consumerism is shifting Social
Aspirations

® Conclude positively.

Introduction:

The advent of consumerism in India, accelerated by the
economic liberalization of 1991, has fundamentally altered
the socio-cultural fabric of the nation.

® This shift represents a complex interplay between
global market forces, changing economic policies, and
evolving cultural norms.
Body:
Consumerism Reshaping Consumption Patterns:

® From Frugality to Indulgence: Traditional values of
saving and thrift are being replaced by a culture of
spending and immediate gratification.

@ India’s household savings rate has declined from
22.7% of GDP in 2020-21 to 18.4% in 2022-23,
indicating a shift towards consumption.

® Rise of Aspirational Consumption: Consumption is no
longer just about fulfilling needs but about projecting
social status and identity.

@ The luxury goods market in India is forecasted to
reach a revenue of USD 7.86 billion in 2024,
outpacing many developed markets.

® Democratization of Luxury: Previously exclusive
products are now accessible to the middle class
through EMlIs and affordable luxury segments.
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@ This has led to a blurring of class distinctions
based on consumption patterns.
® Digital Consumption Revolution: E-commerce has
transformed buying behaviors, especially in Tier 2 and
Tier 3 cities.
€ India’s e-commerce market is expected to reach
USD 200 billion by 2026, up from USD 38.5 billion
in 2017.
® Shift in Food Consumption: Move from home-cooked
meals to packaged and restaurant foods.
@ This has contributed to a rise in lifestyle diseases,
with The prevalence of diabetes in India has risen
from 7.1% in 2009 to 8.9% in 2019.
Transformation of Lifestyles:

® Changing Family Structures: Nuclear families are
becoming the norm, altering household consumption
dynamics.

€ This has led to a boom in household appliances
and convenience products markets.

® Time as a Commodity: Increasing value placed on
leisure time has given rise to a service economy. This
has led to the services sector contributing over 50% to
India’s GDP.

® Technology Integration in Daily Life: Smartphones and
internet penetration have changed how
communicate, work, and entertain themselves.

Indians

€ In 2023, internet penetration in India grew 8%
year-on-year.
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® Health and Wellness Focus: Growing awareness about
health has created new markets for organic foods,
fitness equipment, and wellness services.
@ According to IMARC report Indian India organic
food market is expected to exhibit a CAGR of
25.25% during 2022-2027.
Shift in Social Aspirations:

® Career Choices and Entrepreneurship: Shift from job
security to high-risk, high-reward career options.

€ India has emerged as the world’s third largest
startup ecosystem with over 1.25 lakh startups
and 110 unicorns, reflecting changing aspirations.

® Redefinition of Success: Success increasingly measured
in material terms rather than spiritual or intellectual
achievements.

@ This has led to increased stress and mental health
issues, with over 60 to 70 million people with
mental disorders in India.

® Global Citizenship Aspirations: Desire to be seen as
global citizens through consumption of international
brands and experiences.

€ This has led to a hybridization of Indian culture,
blending global trends with local traditions.

Conclusion:

Consumerism has undeniably transformed Indian
society and culture. While it has contributed to economic
growth and improved living standards for some, it has also
brought about challenges. Fostering a culture of responsible
consumption and sustainable lifestyles is crucial for the long-
term well-being of individuals and society.
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-2

Polity & Governance

11.

Decentralization of power through Panchayati Raj
Institutions is crucial for participatory democracy and
development at the grassroots level. Comment.

(250 words)

Approach:

Introduce by mentioning 73rd Amendment
Delve into Benefits of Decentralization of Power
through PRIs

Highlight the Roadblocks to Effective Decentralisation
of Power to PRI

Suggest Way Forward
Conclude positively.

Introduction:

Panchayati Raj Institutions have emerged as a

cornerstone of growing emphasis on grassroot governance.
Functioning as the bedrock of rural governance, PRIs hold
immense potential to transform democracy by fostering active
citizen participation and driving development.

Body:

Benefits of Decentralization of Power through PRIs:

Empowerment and Participation: PRIs provide a
platform for local communities to directly participate in
decision-making processes that affect their lives.
@ This fosters a
accountability,
development.

of ownership and
to more inclusive

sense
leading

Needs-based Development Planning: PRIs have a
deeper understanding of local needs and priorities.

€ They can allocate resources more effectively to
address issues like sanitation, water supply,
primary education, and rural infrastructure.

The Hiware Bazar village in Maharashtra
transformed from a drought-prone area to a
model of sustainable development through
effective need-based planning.

Improved Service Delivery: Decentralization brings
governance closer to the people, facilitating better
monitoring and improved service delivery in crucial
areas like healthcare and social welfare.

Women’s Empowerment: PRIs with reserved seats for
women provide a platform for women’s leadership and
participation in decision-making processes.

@ Thiscanleadtoamore gender-inclusive approach
to development.

@ The emergence of leaders like Chhavi Rajawat,

India’s youngest sarpanch with an MBA degree,

illustrates how PRIs can nurture women-

leadership.

Roadblocks to Effective Decentralisation of Power to PRI:

Inadequate Devolution of Functions: Many states
have not fully devolved the 29 functions mentioned in
the 11th Schedule of the Constitution to PRIs.
@ This limits the scope of PRI authority and decision-
making power at the local level.
Financial Constraints: PRIs often lack adequate
financial resources to carry out their functions
effectively. They earn only 1% of their revenue through
taxes.
€ This indicates high dependence on central and
state government transfers.
Capacity and Skill Gaps: Many elected representatives
in PRIs lack the necessary skills and knowledge for
effective governance.
€ Example: A 2018 study found that more than 50%
of the elected representatives in Uttar Pradesh
did not receive any training after even one year of
being in their positions.
Irregular Elections: Some states fail to conduct regular
PRI elections, undermining the democratic process.
This leads to gaps in local governance and
representation.
Gender Gap: Despite reservations, women’s
participation in PRIs remains low due to the prevalence
of Pradhan-Pati Culture. This hinders the inclusion of
women’s perspectives in local governance.
SPV Bypassing PRIs: Special Purpose Vehicles, often
set up by central or state governments, bypass PRIs in
implementation of development projects at the local
level.
@ This undermines the authority and decision-
making power entrusted to PRIs by the 73rd
Amendment.

Way Forward:

Clear Functional Demarcation and Promote Fiscal
Federalism: Establish clear-cut demarcation of
functions for each government tier as recommended
by the 2" Administrative Reforms Commission.
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with
accountability to promote effective financial

@ Ensure genuine fiscal autonomy
management at the local level.
€ Encourage outsourcing of specific functions to
public or private agencies to improve service
delivery efficiency.
® Strengthen Financial Resources and Management:
Focus on major Own Source Revenues like property tax
and user charges as suggested by the Expert Committee
Report on OSR of rural local bodies.
€ Provide comprehensive training on financial
management and resource mobilization to PRI
members and officials.
€ Ensure timely and adequate fund transfers from

higher government levels to support local
development initiatives.
® Enhance Capacity and Infrastructure: Develop and
implement comprehensive training programs for PRI
members on governance, administration, and
development planning.

€ Improve digital infrastructure and implement
e-governance initiatives to enhance transparency
and efficiency.

@ Strengthen physical infrastructure of Panchayat
offices to ensure proper functioning and service
delivery.

® Promote Inclusive and Participatory Governance:
Ensure regular and timely PRI elections to maintain
democratic representation at the grassroots level.

€ Strengthen Gram Sabhas as platforms for

participatory decision-making and community
engagement.
€ Implement participatory planning and budgeting
processes to ensure local needs are adequately
addressed.
Conclusion:

By strengthening PRIs and promoting a collaborative
approach with other development actors, India can unlock
the true potential of grassroots democracy and build a more
vibrant, equitable future for all.

12. Assess the effectiveness of the Anti-Defection Law in
curbing political instability and promoting party
discipline. (150 words)
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Approach:

® Introduce the answer by mentioning about Anti-
Defection Law

® Highlight the Effectiveness of Anti-Defection Law in
curbing political instability and promoting party
discipline.

® Delve into the limitations of Anti-Defection Law

® Conclude in a positive manner.

Introduction:

The anti-defection law, outlined in the Tenth Schedule
of the Constitution, was introduced to prevent frequent
floor-crossing by legislators (popularly referred as Aaya Ram,
Gaya Ram politics).

® AddedtotheConstitutionthroughthe 52" Amendment
Act in 1985, it mandates the disqualification of elected
legislators if they voluntarily switch parties or vote
against their party’s directives.
Body:
Effectiveness of Anti-Defection Law:
® Effectiveness in Curbing Political Instability:
€ Reduced Floor-Crossing: Prior to the ADL,
frequent defections by legislators led to the
collapse of governments and political
uncertainty.

O The ADL has undeniably reduced instances of
blatant defections motivated by immediate
political gain, leading to:

® More Stable Governments: Especially at the state
level, where coalition governments are more common,
the ADL has discouraged defections that could topple
governments.
@ This fosters a more stable political environment
conducive to policymaking and implementation.
® Stronger Coalitions: By discouraging defections, the

ADL encourages the formation of more stronger

coalitions.

€ Parties have a greater incentive to work together
for the entire term, knowing that defections
would lead to disqualification and potential loss
of power.

@ Stable coalitions can focus on long-term policy
goalsratherthan short-term political maneuvering
to prevent defections.
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® Effectiveness in Promoting Party Discipline:

€ Enforced Loyalty: The threat of disqualification
discourages legislators from openly rebelling
against their party leadership on crucial issues.
This fosters a sense of discipline within parties:

€ Unified Public Image: The ADL discourages public
dissent within parties, projecting a more unified
image to the electorate.

€ Whipping Mechanism: Parties can use the ADL as
a tool to enforce their whip (voting instructions)
on legislators.

O This ensures a more unified front on crucial
bills, especially when the government’s
majority is slim.

@ Reduced Scope for Horse-Trading: The ADL
discourages individual legislators from bargaining
with the opposition for personal gain in exchange
for their vote.

Challenges and Limitations:

® Split Decisions: The power to decide on defection
cases rests with the Speaker/Chairperson of the
house, who may be from the ruling party. This raises
concerns about bias and potential misuse of the law:
® Selective Disqualification: There have been instances
where the Speaker disqualified some rebel MLAs but
not others from the same party or delayed despite
directed by Supreme Court to Speakers of assemblies
and the Parliament to decide disqualification pleas
within a period of three months except in extraordinary
circumstances- Keisham Meghachandra Singh vs The
Hon’ble Speaker Manipur Legislative Assembly & Ors
(2020).
® Mergers vs. Defections: The law allows exemptions for
mergers. This can be misused as a loophole to
circumvent disqualification for defections in masses.
€ Engineering Mergers: Parties facing potential
defections can engineer mergers with smaller
parties to avoid disqualification, undermining the
spirit of the ADL.
® Suppression of Criticism: The fear of disqualification
can discourage legislators from raising genuine
concerns or offering constructive criticism of the party
leadership.
® Erosion of Inner-Party Democracy: Overly strict
enforcement of the ADL can stifle healthy debate
within parties, hindering the democratic process of
formulating policies and strategies

Conclusion:

India needs significant reforms aimed at ensuring
impartial adjudication as recommended by 2nd ARC, stricter
definitions of party mergers, and encouraging healthy inner-
party discussions to unlock the Anti-Defection Law’s full
potential and create a more robust political environment
in India.

13. The principle of “minimum government, maximum
governance” has been central to recent policy initiatives
in India. In this context, assess how effectively this
approach has been implemented in the country. (250
words)

Approach:
® |Introduce the answer by defining minimum
government maximum governance
® Assess the status and effectiveness of Minimum
Government, Maximum Governance in India
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

“Minimum government, maximum governance”
seeks to minimize governmental intervention in everyday
activities, empowering citizens to drive their own and the
nation’s development.

® This approach encompasses simplifying government
processes, reducing red tape and corruption, and
promoting e-governance.

Body:

Effectiveness of Minimum Government, Maximum
Governance:

® Digital Governance and E-Services: The digital

revolution has been at the forefront of implementing
“minimum government, maximum governance.” The
Digital India program, launched in 2015, has been
instrumental in this regard.
@ Effectiveness:
O Significant
government interactions for routine services
O Enhanced transparency
corruption in service delivery

reduction in direct citizen-

and  reduced

O Improved accessibility of government
services, especially in remote areas
€@ Examples: Unified Mobile Application for New-
age Governance (UMANG), DigiLocker, Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) leveraging the JAM (Jan
Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile) trinity.
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€ Assessment:

While these initiatives have

dramatically improved service delivery, challenges
remain:

o

o
o

Digital literacy gaps, particularly in rural areas
and among older citizens

Infrastructure limitations in remote regions
Concerns about data privacy and security

® Ease of Doing Business Reforms: A key aspect of
“minimum government” has been simplifying the
regulatory environment for businesses.

*

Effectiveness:

@)

o

o

Significant improvement in India’s ease of
doing business ranking (from 142 in 2014 to
63 in 2019)

Reduced time and cost for starting and
operating businesses

Increased foreign direct investment inflows

Examples:

o

Single Window Clearance: States like Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana have implemented
effective single-window systems, reducing
the time for business approvals from months
to weeks.

Labour Code Reforms: Consolidation of 29
labor laws into 4 codes aims to simplify
compliance for businesses while protecting
workers’ rights.

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC):
Significantly improved the resolution of
stressed assets and exit mechanisms for
businesses.

Assessment: While progress is evident, challenges
persist:

©)

@)

©)

Implementation varies across states, leading
to uneven outcomes

Small and medium enterprises still face
hurdlesin navigating regulatory requirements
The informal sector, which employs a large
portion of the workforce, remains largely
untouched by these reforms

® Administrative Reforms: Streamlining government

operations has been crucial

to the “minimum

government” approach.

& Effectiveness:

o

Reduced layers of decision-making in
government departments
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O
O

Improved efficiency in policy implementation
Enhanced accountability of public officials

¢ Examples:

o

Empowered Committees of Secretaries:
Replaced multiple layers of committees,
speeding up policy formulation.

Lateral Entry: Induction of domain experts at
JointSecretarylevelsbringsfresh perspectives
and expertise into governance.

Mission  Karmayogi:  Enhancing  the
government-citizen interaction, with officials
becoming enablers for citizens and business
Faceless Assessment Scheme: Evaluation
carried out electronically without requiring
the taxpayer to physically visit the tax office
or meet the assessing officer in person.

@ Assessment: While these reforms have shown
promise, concerns include:

o

@)

O

Resistance from the bureaucracy to changes
in established practices

Potential loss of checks and balances in
decision-making processes

Need for more comprehensive civil service
reforms

® (Citizen Empowerment and Participation: Empowering
citizens is a crucial aspect of “maximum governance.”

@ Effectiveness:

O

O

O

Increased citizen participation
making and governance

in policy-

Enhanced
operations

transparency in government

Improved grievance redressal mechanisms

¢ Examples:

O

€ Assessment:

MyGov Platform: Allows citizens to
contribute ideas and feedback on various
government initiatives.

Right to Information (RTI) Act: Despite some
controversies, it remains a powerful tool for
citizens to access information and ensure
accountability.

Centralized Public Grievance Redress and
Monitoring System (CPGRAMS): Online
platform resolving millions of citizen
grievances, improving government
responsiveness.
While have

these initiatives

enhanced citizen engagement, challenges remain:
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O Uneven awareness and utilization across
different socio-economic groups
O Concerns about the dilution of the RTI Act’s
effectiveness
® Decentralization and Local Governance: Empowering
local bodies is crucial for “maximum governance” at
the grassroots level.
@ Effectiveness:
O Enhanced local participation in development
planning
O Improved responsiveness to local needs
¢ Examples:
O 15*Finance Commission Recommendations:
To increase in allocation to local bodies, with
performance-linked grants.
O Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas)
Act: Empowers tribal communities in self-
governance.
€@ Assessment: While progress is evident, issues
persist:
O Many local bodies still lack adequate financial
and human resources
O Capacity building of local officials remains a
challenge
O Political interference often hampers true
decentralization
Conclusion:

The implementation of “minimum government,
maximum governance” in India has shown promise in
reducing unnecessary government intervention and
empowering citizens, but its success ultimately depends
on consistent implementation, adaptive policies, and a
commitment for continuous Reform, Perform and Transform
by addressing the diverse needs of India’s vast and complex
socio-economic landscape.

14. Analyze the doctrine of separation of powers in the Indian
context. Discuss the challenges to its effective
implementation and suggest measures to strengthen the
system. (250 words)

Approach:
® |Introduce the answer by implementing what is
separation of powers

® Highlight the constitutional provisions related to it
and key features

® Mention challenges to its effective implementation
® Suggest measures to strengthen the system
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Introduction:

The doctrine of separation of powers is a fundamental
principle underlying India’s constitutional framework, aiming
to prevent the concentration of power and ensure checks
and balances among the legislature, executive, and judiciary.
Body:

Separation of Powers in India:
® Doctrine: While not explicitly mentioned in the

Constitution, this doctrine is derived from Article 50,

121, 122, 211, and 361 of the Constitution and woven

into its fabric of Indian democracy through various

provisions.
® Key features:
@ Legislature (Parliament): Makes laws
@ Executive (Government): Implements laws
@ Judiciary (Courts): Interprets laws and ensures
constitutional compliance
® Example: The landmark case of Kesavananda Bharati

v. The State of Kerala (1973) established the ‘basic

structure doctrine’,emphasizing thateven Parliament’s

power to amend the Constitution is subject to judicial
review, thus reinforcing the separation of powers.
Challenges to Effective Implementation:

® Judicial Overreach: While judicial review is crucial for
maintaining checks and balances, excessive judicial
activism can blur the lines between the judiciary and
other branches.

@ In Mohit Mineral Pvt. Ltd. v. Union of India, the
Supreme Court held that the recommendation of
the GST council is only recommendatory and not
binding, that can be considered as judicial
overreach.

® Executive Dominance: The executive often overpowers
other branches, particularly through ordinance-
making powers and control over the bureaucracy.

@ Example: The repeated re-promulgation of the
Enemy Property Ordinance between 2010 and
2016.

O In Krishna Kumar Singh v. State of Bihar Case
2017, the Supreme Court of India ruled that

repeatedly re-promulgating  ordinances
without  legislative  consideration s
unconstitutional and a fraud on the
Constitution

® Erosion of Legislative Scrutiny: Declining number of
parliamentary sittings and hasty passage of bills. Sitting
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days in Lok Sabha have declined from an annual
average of 121 days during 1952-70 to 68 days since
2000.

€ Example: The Farm Bills of 2020 were passed in

Rajya Sabha by voice vote amid protests.
® Weak Institutional Autonomy: Bodies like the ED, CBI,
and CVC face challenges to their independence.

€@ Example: Controversy over the removal of CBI
Director Alok Verma in 2019.

@ In Vineet Narain v. Union of India, SC laid down
guidelines for CBI’s functioning to ensure its
autonomy.

Measures to Strengthen the System:
® Judicial Reforms:

€ Transparent Appointment Process: Establish a
new system for judicial appointments, balancing
judicial independence and accountability.

O This may include a modified version of the
National Judicial Appointments Commission
(NJAC) with adequate safeguards.

€ Judicial Accountability Law: Enact a
comprehensive law to ensure judicial
accountability without compromising

independence.

O This may include a refined version of the
Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill,
2010.

® Legislative Strengthening:
@ Increase Parliamentary Sittings: Mandate a
minimum number of working days for Parliament.
€ Empower Parliamentary Committees: Strengthen
the role of Department-related Standing

Committees in scrutinizing bills and policies.

O Make it mandatory for all important bills to
be referred to relevant committees before
being passed.

€ Reform Anti-Defection Law: Amend the Tenth

Schedule to balance party discipline and

legislative independence.

O Allow free voting on all issues except no-
confidence motions and money bills.

® Executive Accountability
€ Strengthen Lok Pal: Fully
empower the Lokpal institution.

implement and

O Ensure timely appointments and provide
adequate resources for investigations.
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€ Reform Civil Services: Implement comprehensive
civil service reforms to ensure bureaucratic
neutrality and efficiency.

O Fixed tenures for key posts as recommended
by the 2nd Administrative Reforms
Commission.

® |[nstitutional Autonomy
€ Statutory Independence for Key Institutions:

Enact laws to ensure functional and financial

autonomy of institutions like the ED, CBI, and CVC

O The Supreme Court’s guidelines in the Vineet
Narain case for CBl autonomy could be
codified into law.

Conclusion:

While India’s separation of powers faces challenges,
it remains a vital democratic principle. The dynamic
interplay between the three branches, guided by judicial
pronouncements and public discourse, continues to shape
and refine this doctrine in the Indian context. The key lies in
maintaining a delicate balance, ensuring robust checks and
balances, and fostering institutional integrity and public trust.

15. With the evolving trade architecture in the Asia-Pacific
region, how can India balance its participation in regional
trade agreements with its commitment to self-reliance
and domestic economic development? (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce by highlighting the trade dynamics in Asia-
Pacific

® Delve into Evolving Trade Architecture in the Asia-
Pacific Region

® Suggest Strategies for Balancing Participation and
Self-Reliance

® Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction:

The Asia-Pacific region is witnessing a rapid
transformation in its trade architecture, with agreements
like RCEP, CPTPP, and IPEF reshaping economic relationships.

® |India faces the complex challenge of balancing its
participation in these evolving regional trade
agreements (RTAs) with its commitment to self-
reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat) and domestic economic
development.

® This balancing act requires a nuanced approach that
leverages opportunities while safeguarding national
interests.
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Evolving Trade Architecture in the Asia-Pacific Region:

® Rise of Mega-Regionals vs. Traditional FTAs: Large,
comprehensive  trade  agreements like the
Comprehensive and  Progressive  Trans-Pacific

Partnership (CPTPP) are gaining traction, while the
focus on smaller, bilateral Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) is diminishing.

® Focus Beyond Tariffs: Modern RTAs are increasingly
incorporating provisions beyond just tariff reductions.

@ This includes areas like intellectual property
rights, digital trade, environmental standards, and
labor regulations.

® E-commerce & Supply Chain Integration: The growth
of e-commerce and digital platforms is transforming
trade.

€ RTAs are evolving to address these changes, with
a focus on streamlining cross-border e-commerce
transactions and fostering regional supply chain
integration.

® Geopolitical Tensions & Trade Wars: Rising geopolitical
tensions and the recent US-China trade war are
creating uncertainty and prompting countries to re-
evaluate their trade relationships.

€ This is leading to a more fragmented and
multipolar trade architecture in the region.

Strategies for Balancing Participation and Self-Reliance:
® Strategic Engagement in RTAs:

€ Focus on Mutually Beneficial Agreements: India
should prioritize RTAs that offer tariff reductions
for its exports while safeguarding sensitive
domestic sectors.

O Examples include negotiating fair terms for
agricultural products in exchange for access
to advanced technological markets.

@ Leverage RTAs for Technology Transfer: Use RTAs
to attract foreign direct investment (FDI) with
clauses for technology transfer.

O This can help upgrade domestic industries
and reduce dependence on imports for
high-end technology.

@)

For instance, India’s recent Free Trade

Agreement (FTA) with the United Arab

Emirates (UAE) focuses on knowledge-

sharing in areas like artificial intelligence.

€ Strengthen Rules of Origin: Negotiate stricter
“rules of origin” within RTAs. These rules define
where a product is truly “made” to prevent

countries from simply re-exporting goods and

bypassing domestic manufacturing development.

€@ Focus on Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

(MSMEs): RTAs should be designed to integrate

MSMEs into global supply chains.

O This can be achieved through dedicated
chapters on trade facilitation and capacity
building for smaller businesses.

® Boosting Domestic Capabilities:

@ Invest in Infrastructure & Skill Development:
Focus on infrastructure development (logistics,
power, digital connectivity) to reduce transaction
costs and make exports more competitive.

O Additionally, invest in skill development
programs to create a workforce equipped for
the demands of global trade.

® The “Skill India” mission can be a foundation for this.
€ Focus on Import Substitution: Identify strategic
import substitutes and incentivize domestic
production in those areas.

O This can be achieved through targeted tariff
structures and production-linked incentives
(PLIs).

Conclusion:

India’s decision to opt out of RCEP in 2019 due to
concerns about domestic industry protection reflects a “India
First” stance. It prioritizes self-reliance while still engaging
with regional blocs like BIMSTEC and SAARC. This selective
engagement allows India to pursue strategic partnerships
and explore beneficial trade deals without compromising its
economic interests

16. Discuss the importance and obstacles in Indo-French
relations. Propose measures for enhancing their
collaboration. (250 words)

Approach :
® Briefly introduce the recent development of Indo-
French relations.
® Discuss the importance and obstacles in Indo-French
relations.
® Propose measures for enhancing their collaboration.
® Conclude Suitably.

Introduction :

In a recent event in Paris, India and France emphasised
the ‘Partnership for the Planet’ as pivotal to the Indo-
French Horizon 2047 Roadmap, highlighting their enhanced
cooperation on climate change, biodiversity, health, and
environmental issues.
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Body :
The Significance of Indo-France Relations:

® Indo-Pacific Security: France’s support is crucial for
India in maintaining stability in the Indo-Pacific
region and countering Chinese assertiveness in this
region, This is exemplified by the 2018 India-France
Joint Strategic Vision for Indian Ocean cooperation.
® Mutual Strategic Autonomy: The relationship is
uniquely balanced, free from Anglo-Saxon influences
in France and anti-Western sentiments in India.
Moreover, after the nuclear tests in May 1998, when
India declared itself a nuclear-weapon State, France
was the first major power to open talks with India.
® International Organization Access: France’s backing
is vital for India’s aspirations to join key bodies like
the UN Security Council and the Nuclear Suppliers
Group.
® Global Power Balance: Indo-France partnership
plays a role in moderating Russian influence in
Europe and Chinese influence in Asia, contributing
to global stability and a balanced world order.
® Defence Cooperation: France holds substantial
significance for India’s defence sector through
robust strategic partnerships and collaborations.
The procurement of Rafale fighter jets from France,
Additionally, France and India engage in joint military
exercises, technology transfers, and collaborations
in defence research and development,
® Future-Oriented Collaboration: The Horizon 2047
agreement outlines a 25-year roadmap for bilateral
cooperation. It emphasises collaboration in
advanced technologies like supercomputing, Al, and
quantum computing, which are critical for India’s
future development.
The Challenges Related to Indo-France Relations :
® Economic Limitations:
€ Theabsence of a Free Trade Agreement hinders
deeper economic ties and progress on the
India-EU Broad-based Trade and Investment
Agreement (BTIA) has stalled, limiting further
economic integration.
® Trade and Intellectual Property Issues:
€@ Trade imbalance favours France, with higher
exports to India and more often France has
expressed concerns about inadequate
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protection of intellectual property rights for

French businesses in India.

O Some negotiated projects face operational
challenges, such as the Jaitapur nuclear
project.

® Divergent Geopolitical Stances:

& Differing approaches to global issues are
evident. For instance, France has openly
criticised Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, while
India has maintained a more neutral stance.

Steps Ahead to Accelerate Indo-France Relations :
® Economic Engagement:

@ Accelerate negotiations on the India-EU BTIA
with France as a key supporter within the EU.
Explore a bilateral economic partnership
agreement as an interim measure. The Indo-
French Centre for the Promotion of Advanced
Research (CEFIPRA) model could be expanded
to other sectors.

O The Japan-India Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement could serve as a
model.

® Negotiating Trade and Intellectual Property:

€ Establish a joint working group on IP protection
and technology transfer. Create sector-specific
trade facilitation mechanisms.

O Involve private sector expertise to
overcome technical and financial hurdles.
The success of the Rafale jets deal shows
how political will can overcome obstacles.

® Managing Geopolitical Positions:

@ Increase strategic dialogues to align
perspectives on global issues and collaborate
on areas of mutual interest, such as Indo-Pacific
security.

O The India-France-Australia trilateral
initiative demonstrates the potential for
aligned interests.

® Addressing Emerging Global Tensions:

€ Enhance intelligence sharing and joint strategic
assessments, and develop joint crisis response
mechanisms. The Quad (India, US, Japan,
Australia) framework could be expanded to
include France in specific areas.
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O Collaborate on humanitarian aid and
conflict resolution initiatives.

€ Strengthen naval cooperation in the Indian
Ocean against China’s Assertiveness, Example:
Expand joint naval exercises like Varuna to
include other regional partners.
Conclusion

As global dynamics shift, the India-France partnership
is poised to play a significant role in shaping a balanced and
stable international order. By leveraging their complementary
strengths and addressing existing challenges, India and France
can elevate their partnership to new heights, benefiting not
just both nations but contributing to global peace, security,
and prosperity.

17. Examine India’s role in the Global South. Discuss the
challenges and opportunities in strengthening South-
South cooperation. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by high gig India’s unique position in global
south

® Delve into the factors driving Indian to become
Leader of Global South

® Highlight the challenges associated with it

® Mention the opportunities that India has in this
regard.

® Conclude positively.

Introduction:

India, as the world’s largest democracy and a rapidly
growing economy, occupies a unique position in the Global
South. Its role has evolved from being a recipient of aid to
becoming a key player in South-South cooperation.

® This transformation is rooted in India’s historical
commitment to solidarity among developing nations,
its economic progress, and its aspirations for a more
equitable global order.
Body:
India’s Role in the Global South:

® Leadership and Advocacy: India is a prominent voice
for developing nations in international forums,
advocating for climate justice and equitable access to
resources.
@ It actively pushes for the reform of multilateral
institutions such as the UN, WTO, IMF, and World
Bank.
€ The African Union became a full member of the
G-20 during India’s Presidency in 2023 signifying
the theme “One Earth, One Family, One Future.”
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@ India also champions South-South cooperation at
the United Nations, highlighted by the
establishment of the India-UN Development
Partnership Fund in 2017.

® Development Partnerships: India’s Indian Technical
and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) program benefits
over 160 partner countries through capacity-building
initiatives in IT, rural development, parliamentary
affairs, and more.

@ It has committed over USD 30 billion in lines of
credit for infrastructure projects in Africa and
Asia, including notable projects like the Pare
Hydroelectric Plant in Bhutan.

€ India also provides project-specific aid, such as
the USD 1 billion line of credit to Mongolia for oil
refinery construction

® Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief: India has

been proactive in humanitarian assistance and disaster

relief, as demonstrated by the Vaccine Maitri initiative.

€ |India also conducted Operation Dost for Turkey

and Syria earthquake relief in 2023 and deployed

National Disaster Response Force teams
immediately.

@ Cyclone relief efforts include Operation Sahayata
in Mozambique after Cyclone Idai in 2019.

® Economic Cooperation and Trade Facilitation: India
promotes trade and investment within the Global
South, focusing on complementarities and mutual
growth.

@ The Asia-Africa Growth Corridor, in partnership
with Japan, enhances connectivity and promotes
sustainable development.

€ Within the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC), India supports initiatives
like the SAARC Food Bank and SAARC Seed Bank.

Challenges in Strengthening South-South Cooperation

® Divergent Interests: The Global South is a
heterogeneous group with diverse economic, political,
and social conditions.

€ Aligning their interests and priorities
cooperation can be challenging.

® Political Instability and Governance Issues: Frequent
regime changes affecting long-term cooperation

for

€ Example: Recent coups
regional stability

in Niger impacting

® Resource Constraints: Many Global South countries
face resource constraints, limiting their capacity to
participate effectively in South-South cooperation.
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® Dependency on the Global North: The Global South’s
economies are still heavily reliant on the Global North,
making it difficult to reduce dependence on traditional
development partners.

® Infrastructural Deficiencies: Inadequate infrastructure,
particularly in connectivity and digital realms, hampers
effective South-South cooperation.

® Lack of Institutional Mechanisms: Robust institutional
frameworks for facilitating South-South cooperation
are still under development.

Opportunities in Strengthening South-South Cooperation

® Technology Transfer and Digital Cooperation: India

can share its technological process with the Global

South.

€ This includes digital public goods like UPI,
Aadhaar, and CoWIN.

€ The country emerging
technologies through joint research on Al,
blockchain, and quantum computing.

collaborates on

® C(Climate Change Mitigation and Environmental
Cooperation: India can lead efforts in climate change
mitigation through the International Solar Alliance
(ISA).

@ India can also share best practices in sustainable
development, such as its LED bulb distribution
program (UJALA).

® HealthCooperationandPharmaceutical Collaboration:
In health cooperation, India can engage in joint
research on tropical and neglected diseases through
the India-Africa Health Sciences Platform.

€ India can also share its Telemedicine and e-health
initiatives, like the E-Sanjeevani.

® Cultural Exchange and Soft Power Projection: India
can foster people-to-people contact and cultural
understanding with initiatives like the Know India
Program for diaspora youth.
Conclusion:

India can be a pivotal leader in South-South cooperation.
Platforms like the Voice of Global South Summit can facilitate
enhanced collaboration, overcoming challenges and seizing
opportunities will enhance India’s global standing and benefit
the entire Global South.

18. Discuss the concept of “sharp power” in international
relations. How does it differ from soft and hard power?
(150 words)
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Approach:

® Introduce the answer by mentioning how the
concept of power evolved
Mention difference in hard, soft, and sharp power
Highlight the Nature of Sharp Power
Delve into its implications

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The concept of power in international relations has
evolved over time. Traditionally, hard and soft power were
the primary tools employed by states to influence others.

® However, the advent of the information age has led to
the emergence of a new form of power: sharp power.
Body:
Hard, Soft, and Sharp Power:
® Hard power relies on coercion, threats, or military
force to achieve desired outcomes. It is the classic
“stick” approach to diplomacy.
® Soft power is the ability to influence others through
persuasion, rather than coercion. It is often associated
with culture, diplomacy, and foreign aid.
® Sharp power is a more covert form of influence that
seeks to shape the information environment by
undermining democratic institutions, manipulating
public opinion, and spreading disinformation. It is
often associated with authoritarian regimes.
Nature of Sharp Power:

® Propaganda and disinformation: Deliberately
spreadingfalse or misleadinginformation to manipulate
public opinion.

® Maedia control: Suppressing independent media and
controlling the narrative through state-owned outlets.

® Cyberattacks: Targeting critical infrastructure and
stealing sensitive information to gain leverage.

® Influence operations: Covertly supporting political
parties or movements to advance national interests.

Recent Instance of Sharp Power in Practice:

® China’s Confucius Institutes: Apparently cultural and
educational centers but accused of promoting Chinese
propaganda and censoring sensitive topics

@ Several countries, including the U.S. have
restricted these institutes.

® Russian Disinformation Campaigns: Interference in
the 2016 U.S. presidential election through social
media manipulation.

® SaudiArabia’s Use of Spyware: Deployment of Pegasus
software to monitor dissidents and journalists
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€ Alleged involvement in the assassination of Jamal
Khashoggi.
Implications of Sharp Power:
® Erosion of Democratic Institutions: Undermining of
free and fair elections through disinformation
campaigns
€ Weakening public trust in democratic processes
and institutions
€@ Example: Russian interference in the 2016 U.S.
elections
® Distortion of Public Discourse: Manipulation of social
media algorithms to spread false narratives.
@ Creation of echo chambers and polarization of
societies
€@ Example: China’s use of “50 Cent Army” to
influence online discussions globally
Exploitation  of
gather sensitive

® Technological Vulnerabilities:
cybersecurity weaknesses to
information
€ Use of Al and deep fakes to create convincing
false narratives
€ Example: Saudi Arabia’s alleged use of Spyware
and involvement in the assassination of Jamal
Khashoggi
® Reshaping of International Alliances: Formation of
new coalitions to counter sharp power threats
@ Reevaluation of existing alliances based on
vulnerability to sharp power
Conclusion:

The advent of sharp power has irrevocably altered the
geopolitical landscape. Its insidious nature poses a formidable
challenge to democratic norms and values. To counter this,
not only robust defense mechanisms are necessary but also
a proactive strategy to bolster democratic resilience, media
literacy, and international cooperation.

19. Discuss how digital technologies can be leveraged to
promote social inclusion and empower marginalized
groups. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by mentioning the significance of digital
technologies
® Delve into how digital technologies are driving social
inclusion and empowering marginalized

® Highlight the challenges remain and need of the
hour

® Conclude positively.

Introduction:

Digital technologies have emerged as powerful tools
for promoting social inclusion and empowering marginalized
groups in today’s interconnected world.

® These technologies, encompassing the internet,
mobile devices, social media platforms, and various
digital applications, have the potential to bridge
societal gaps and provide opportunities for those

traditionally excluded from mainstream social,
economic, and political processes.
Body:
Digital Technologies Driving Social Inclusion and
Empowering Marginalized:
® Access to Information and Education: Digital

technologies have democratized access to information
and education, which is crucial for social inclusion.

€ Online learning platforms like SWAYAM in India
offer free online courses breaking down
geographical and economic barriers to education.
O Also, Bhashini aims to enable all Indians easy

access to the internet and digital services in
their own language, and increase the content
in Indian Languages.
® Economic Opportunities: Digital platforms have
opened up new avenues for economic empowerment.

@ E-commerce platforms allow small businesses
and artisans from marginalized communities to
reach global markets.

@ Forinstance, many rural artisans in India now sell
their products on platforms like ONDC, eNam,
Amazon and Flipkart, bypassing traditional
middlemen and earning higher profits.

® Healthcare Access: Telemedicine services have
revolutionized healthcare access for marginalized
communities, especially in rural and remote areas.

€ In India, initiatives like the e-Sanjevani platform
have enabled millions of teleconsultations,
bringing quality healthcare to underserved
populations.

® Civic Participation: Digital technologies have amplified
the voices of marginalized groups in civic processes.
€ E-governance initiatives, such as UMANG and
Digilocker have made government services more
accessible and transparent.

€ Social media has emerged as a powerful tool for
activism, enabling marginalized groups to
organize, share experiences, and advocate for
their rights.
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® Empowerment of Specific Groups:

€ Women: Digital technologies have been
instrumental in promoting women’s
empowerment.

O Online communities provide support and
networking opportunities for
entrepreneurs.

women

)

Digital skills training programs, such as

Google’s “Women Will” initiative, are

equipping women with the skills needed for

the digital economy.

€ Persons with Disabilities: Assistive technologies
have significantly improved the lives of persons
with disabilities.

O Screen readers and speech-to-text software
have made digital content accessible to
visually impaired individuals.

¢ LGBTQ+ Digital platforms
created safe spaces for LGBTQ+ individuals to
connect, share and access
information.

O Social platforms have amplified

LGBTQ+ voices and contributed to greater
social acceptance and policy changes.

Individuals: have

experiences,

media

Conclusion:

Digital technologies have the potential to turn
exclusion into inclusion and limitations into opportunities.
To harness the potential of digital technologies for social
inclusion, it’s essential to address the digital divide, enhance
digital literacy, ensure robust data protection, and create
culturally sensitive, multilingual content. Investing in digital
infrastructure and education will empower marginalized
communities to benefit from these advancements.

20. Analyze the challenges encountered by Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs) in India. Suggest effective measures
to empower them for full societal participation. (250
words)

Approach :

® Give a brief introduction to the Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs) in India.

® Highlight the challenges encountered by Persons
with Disabilities (PwDs) in India.

® Suggest effective measures to empower them for full
societal participation

® Conclude Suitably.
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Introduction:

As per Census 2011, the number of Persons with
Disabilities in the country is 2.68 crore , which is 2.21% of
the total population of the country. As per the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016, there are 21
types of Disabilities which includes Locomotor Disability,
Visual Impairment, Hearing Impairment, Speech & Language
Disability, Intellectual Disability, Multiple Disabilities, Cerebral
Palsy, Dwarfism etc.

Body :
The Major Challenges faced by PwDs in India :

® Inaccessible Infrastructure: Infrastructure remains
largely inaccessible to PwDs. Public spaces,
transportation, and even many private buildings
lack proper ramps, elevators, or tactile paving.

@ According to a 2018 report by the Department
of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities,
only 3% of buildings in India were found to be
fully accessible.

® Educational Exclusion: Despite the Right to
Education Act, many PwDs face barriers in accessing
quality education.

@ Approximately 45% of disabled people are
illiterate, and only 62.9% of disabled people
aged 3 to 35 have ever attended regular schools

® The Glass Ceiling of Prejudice: PwDs face significant
challenges in securing meaningful employment.

€ India has almost 3 crore people with disability
(PwD) of which around 1.3 crore is employable
but only 34 lakh of them have been employed.

® Healthcare Hurdles: Accessing appropriate

healthcare remains a significant challenge for PwDs.

€ Many healthcare facilities lack disability-

friendly equipment or trained staff to handle

specific needs.

® The Invisible Chains of Social Stigma: Deep-rooted

social stigma and misconceptions about disabilities
continue to marginalize PwDs.

@ They often face discrimination, exclusion from
social activities, and even violence.

@ This social ostracism impacts mental health and
overall quality of life.

® Digital Divide: As India rapidly digitalizes, many
PwDs are being left behind due to inaccessible
digital platforms and technologies.

€ A 2020 report by the 2020 Web Accessibility
Annual Report found that 98% of websites fail
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to comply with accessibility requirements for
People With Disability

Legal and Policy Implementation Gap: While India

has progressive laws like the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities Act, 2016, implementation remains a

major challenge.

€ Forinstance, a 2019 report by the Department

of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
revealed that only 23 out of 35 states/UTs had
constituted State Advisory Boards on disability,
as mandated by the Act.

Measures to Empower Persons with Disabilities in India :

® Disabled-Friendly Infrastructure: Upgrade public

infrastructure to be disability-friendly, including clearly

demarcated ramps, tactile paths, accessible public

transportation, and adaptive technology in workplaces.

€ Implement strict guidelines to make school,
hospitals, and digital services easily accessible
to all.

Increased Research and Development in Artificial

Limbs: To enhance the quality of life for persons with

disabilities in India, increasing research and

development (R&D) in prosthetics is crucial.

€ This can be achieved by boosting funding from
both government and private sectors dedicated
to innovation in prosthetics.

€ Establishing specialized national and regional
prosthetic research centers will provide a
focused  environment for cutting-edge
developments.

Clear Identification of PwDs: A crucial step forward in

ensuring that only genuine persons with disabilities

(PwDs) receive benefits is the implementation of a

stringent identification and verification system.

€ This can be achieved by creating a centralized
digital database that records and verifies
disability certifications through biometric
authentication and regular audits.

€ Regularly updating and cross-checking this
database with other government records will
help identify and eliminate cases of false claims.

® Changing Perceptions about PwDs: Shift societal

attitudes by promoting the use of empowering terms
such as “Divyang” instead of “Viklang” (disabled).

@ Highlight the abilities and achievements of
PwDs through media, arts, and public platforms
to foster a more inclusive and respectful society.

€ Badhte Kadam initiative is a significant step in
this direction.

® Al-Powered Accessibility Audits: Implement Al-driven
accessibility audits in urban planning.

@ Use machine learning algorithms to analyze
city infrastructure, identifying accessibility gaps
in real-time.

@ This could involve deploying sensor networks
and computer vision systems to map out
accessible routes, detect obstacles, and suggest
improvements.

O Such a system could continuously update,
providing dynamic accessibility information
to both city planners and PwDs.

® Universal Design Innovation Hub: Establish a national
Universal Design Innovation Hub, bringing together
designers, engineers, PwDs, and policymakers.

@ This hub could focus on developing and scaling
up innovative, cost-effective universal design
solutions for products, services, and
infrastructure.

€ It could also serve as a testing ground for new
accessibility  technologies before  wider
implementation.

® Neuro-Adaptive Learning Platforms: Invest in

developing neuro-adaptive learning platforms that use

electroencephalogram (EEG) to personalize educational

content for students with different learning disabilities.

€ These platforms could adjust in real-time to a

student’s cognitive load, attention levels, and

learning style, making education more
accessible and effective for PwDs.

Conclusion :

By adopting these comprehensive measures, India can
foster an environment where PwDs are not only integrated
into society but also thrive as equal and active participants.
This empowerment is not just a matter of social justice but
also a critical step towards a more inclusive and equitable
society for all.
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-3

Economy

21.

Embracing policy reforms that create a favorable
environment for agricultural growth will enable India to
unlock the full potential of its national development.
Discuss. (250 words)

Approach:

Briefly introduce the importance of agriculture in
India’s economy.

Explain the current challenges faced by the
agricultural sector.

Discuss the reforms to address these issues and
promote sustainable growth

To conclude, suggest actionable steps and a roadmap
for effective policy implementation

Introduction :

Agriculture is a critical sector in India, employing nearly

45 % of the country’s workforce and contributing around 15%
to the GDP. It ensures food security for a vast population and
supplies raw materials for various industries. The health of
the agricultural sector directly impacts the overall economic
health and social stability of the country.

Body :

The current challenges faced by the agricultural sector:

Small Land Holdings:

€ Assignificant portion of arable land is divided into
small holdings, which restricts farmers’ ability to
achieve economies of scale and earn a dignified
livelihood.

@ As per India’s Agriculture Census 2015-16, 86.1
percent of Indian farmers are small and marginal
(SMF) i.e., have a landholding size smaller than 2
hectares.

Economic Hardships:

€ The average monthly income for a farmer in India
remains relatively low, highlighting the economic
challenges faced by those in the agricultural
sector.

€ According to the National Statistical Office (NSO)
report from 2019, the average monthly income of
a farmer’s household from all sources, including
wages, crop production, and
approximately X10,218.

livestock, was

Soil Degradation & Water Scarcity:

@ Over-extraction of water for agriculture is
depleting aquifers, making irrigation increasingly
unviable in key food-producing regions.

O Around 90 percent of India’s groundwater is
used for agriculture

@ Improper land use practices, excessive use of
chemical fertilizers and pesticides, and inadequate
soil conservation measures contribute to soil
degradation and erosion.

and

Inadequate Infrastructure

Investment:

Agricultural

@ Insufficient storage and cold chain facilities,
inadequate rural roads and limited access to
markets contribute to post-harvest losses.

€ Investmentsin agricultural research and extension
services have not kept pace with inflation, leading
to a decline in real funding.

@ This underinvestment hampers the adoption of
innovative and efficient farming practices.

Outdated Farming Practices:

€ Asignificant portion of Indian farmers still rely on
traditional and outdated farming methods.

@ Limited access to information, lack of awareness
about modern techniques and resistance to
change hinder the adoption of advanced farming
practices.

@ This underinvestment in agriculture research
hampers the adoption of innovative and efficient
farming practices.

Market Volatility & Price Fluctuations:

€ Farmers in India often face price volatility due to
lack of effective market linkages, intermediaries
and price information. This leaves them vulnerable
to price exploitation and uncertain returns on
their investments.

@ Global priorities to keep food prices low for
consumers result in artificially depressed farm-
gate prices, making farming economically unviable
and environmentally unsustainable.

Climate Change & Natural Disasters:.

€ Unpredictable weather patterns, climate change,
and natural disasters such as floods, cyclones, and
droughts pose significant challenges to India’s
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agriculture industry. These events can result in
crop losses, livestock mortality, and increased
vulnerability for farmers.

According to climate change impact assessments,
without the adoption of adaptation measures,
rainfed rice yields in India are projected to
decrease by 20% by 2050 and 47% by 2080.

The Steps Ahead to Reform the Farm Sector in India:

® Holistic Agricultural Approach:

2

*

Take agriculture as a comprehensive food system
encompassing production, marketing, and
consumption.

Improve access to credit, inputs, and farmer-
centric advisory through institutional reforms.
Promote organic farming, integrated pest
management, and soil health management.
Strengthen farmer-producer organizations (FPOs)
and cooperatives for collective bargaining.

® Value Chain Development:

*

Build robust value chains for high-value crops,
dairy products, fisheries, and poultry. Collaborate
with the private sector, cooperatives, and farmer-
producer companies to achieve this.

Implement public-private  partnerships and
schemes similar to the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme in industry to enhance
value chain development.

® Access to Technologies and Markets:

*

Ensure farmers have access to the best
technologies and global markets to improve
productivity and incomes.

Address policy biases that favor consumers over
farmers by reducing export bans, stock limits on
traders, and market price suppression tactics.
Increase expenditure on agricultural research and
development (R&D) and extension services to at
least 1% of agri-GDP, up from the current level of
less than 0.5%

® Reform Fertiliser Subsidy:

*

Transfer the fertiliser subsidy to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. Currently, the
subsidy is managed by the Ministry of Chemicals
and Fertilisers, which has limited direct interaction
with farmers.

Rationalize fertiliser subsidy distribution to
correct the imbalance in nitrogen, phosphorus,
and potassium usage.

*

Transition to direct benefit transfers for fertiliser
subsidies, allowing farmers to choose between
chemical and bio-fertilisers or natural farming
methods.

Inclusive Growth and Social Security

*

*

Implement comprehensive crop insurance
schemes and income support programs.

Assure procurement of crops at minimum support
prices (MSP) to stabilize farm incomes.

® (Creating Climate Resilient Agriculture:

*

There is an urgent need to increase investing
resources to create climate-resilient (smart)
agriculture.

O This would mean more investments in seeds
that are heat and flood-resistant, and more
investment in water resources not just in
augmenting their supplies but also ensuring
water is being used more wisely.

O “More crop per drop” should not be just a
slogan but a reality. Drips, sprinklers, and
protected cultivation as part of precision
agriculture will have to be adopted at a much
larger scale than today.

Conclusion

Embracing policy reforms that create a favorable
environment for agricultural growth will enable India to
unlock the full potential of its agricultural sector, making it a
cornerstone of national development. This transformation will
secure sustainable livelihoods for millions of farmers, enhance
food security, foster inclusive growth, and establish India as
a global leader in agricultural innovation and sustainability.

22. Discuss the challenges faced by India’s manufacturing

sector in competing globally. What strategies can be
adopted to enhance its competitiveness? (250 words)

Approach:
Introduce the answer by briefing the status of India’s
manufacturing sector

Delve into challenges faced by India’s manufacturing
sector in competing globally

Suggest strategies that can be adopted to enhance
its competitiveness

Conclude positively.

Introduction:

According to the Economic Survey 2023-24,

manufacturing remained at the forefront of the Indian
industrial sector achieving an average annual growth rate
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of 5.2% in the last decade employing 11.4% of India’s total
workforce.

® However, the sector faces multifaceted challenges that
hinder its full potential in the global market.
Body:
Challenges Faced by India’s Manufacturing Sector in Global
Competition:
® Infrastructure Constraints

€ Inadequate power supply and frequent outages:
Many manufacturing units face regular power
cuts, leading to production delays and increased
costs due to diesel generators.

@ Poor transportation networks and logistics:
India’s logistics cost (14% of GDP) is significantly
higher than in developed countries (8-10%).

O The National Logistics Policy 2022 aims to
address this, but implementation remains a
challenge.

€ Limited access to modern ports and airports:
Despite improvements, India’s port infrastructure
lags behind global standards.

O The average turnaround time for ships at
Indian ports is 2.1 days affecting export
competitiveness.

® skill Gap

@ Shortage of skilled workforce: Only 4.7% of
India’s workforce has undergone formal skill
training, compared to 96% in South Korea.

O This leads to lower productivity and quality
issues in manufacturing.

€ Mismatch between industry requirements and
availableskills: Therapidly evolvingmanufacturing
sector, especially with Industry 4.0 technologies,
faces a shortage of workers with relevant skills in
areas like robotics, Al, and data analytics.

€ Inadequate focus on vocational training: Despite
initiatives like Skill India, the enrollment in
Industrial Training Institutes (ITls) has not kept
pace with industry demand.

® Regulatory Hurdles

@ Complex labor laws: The implementation of four
labor codes (Code on Wages, Industrial Relations
Code, Social Security Code, and Occupational
Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code) has
been delayed since their release, creating
uncertainty for businesses.
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€ Lland acquisition challenges: The Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement
Act, 2013, while protecting farmers’ rights, has
made land acquisition for industrial purposes
more time-consuming and expensive.

® Limited Access to Finance and Technology Adoption

@ Challenges in accessing credit for MSMEs: Only
16% of MSMEs have access to formal credit,
hindering their growth and competitiveness.

€ Low R&D investment: India’s R&D expenditure as
a percentage of GDP is around 0.7%, significantly
lower than China (2.4%) and the US (3.1%).

O This impacts innovation and competitiveness
in high-tech manufacturing.

€ Inadequate focus on innovation: India ranked
40th in the Global Innovation Index 2023,
indicating a need for greater emphasis on
fostering innovation in manufacturing processes
and products.

Strategies to Enhance Competitiveness:

® Develop a Comprehensive National Manufacturing

Strategy: Create a long-term vision (20-30 years) like
Ireland for India’s manufacturing sector, focusing on
emerging technologies and future global demands.

@ Develop smart manufacturing hubs with
integrated 5G networks, loT ecosystems, and
advanced logistics facilities.

€ Create a national data infrastructure to support
Al and machine learning applications in
manufacturing.

Revolutionize Skill Development: Develop a national
skills database to match industry needs with available
talent in real-time.

@ Integrate gig economy platforms with
manufacturing to allow flexible, project-based
skilled labor deployment.

Foster a Culture of Innovation: Establish sector-specific
innovation challenges with substantial rewards to
solve critical manufacturing problems.

@ Develop a patent box regime to incentivize
commercialization of innovations in
manufacturing.

Enhance  Financial  Ecosystem: Develop a
manufacturing-focused venture capital fund to
support high-risk, high-potential manufacturing
startups.
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@ Create a dedicated manufacturing bond market to
provide long-term, stable financing for capital-
intensive projects.

® Strengthen Global Integration: Develop specialized
emerging technologies zones focused on integrating
with specific global value chains (e.g., semiconductors,
electric vehicles).

€ Create a ‘Vocal for Local-Local to Global’ brand
strategy, emphasizing quality and innovation.

® Promote Sustainable Manufacturing: Develop a
comprehensive carbon pricing mechanism for the
manufacturing sector to incentivize green technologies.

€ Create a national circular economy platform to
facilitate industrial symbiosis and waste exchange.

@ Establish green manufacturing standards and
certification processes aligned with global best
practices.

Conclusion:

India’s journey to manufacturing excellence is not just
about overcoming current challenges, but about seizing the
future. The proposed strategies represent a paradigm shift —
from playing catch-up to leapfrogging into leadership. This
transformation is not merely an economic imperative; it’s
a pathway to technological sovereignty, job creation, and
sustainable development.

23. Examine the potential of the food processing industry in
India to enhance agricultural growth and create
employment opportunities. Also, identify the key
challenges related to this sector. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by mentioning the significance of food
processing for India’s agriculture sector

® Highlight the potential of the food processing
industry in India

® Delve into key challenges related to the sector
® Suggest a way forward
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

India’s agricultural sector, the backbone of its econ-
omy, is ripe for transformation. The food process-
ing industry emerges as a potent catalyst for this

change.
® The market size of the food processing sector in India is
estimated to reach USD 1,274 billion in 2027 from USD
866 billion in 2022.
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® By converting raw agricultural produce into value-
added products, the sector can significantly enhance
farmers’ incomes, create employment opportunities,
and ensure food security.
Body:
Potential of Food Processing Industry in India

® Value Addition: Increases value of raw agricultural
produce like converting raw tomatoes into ketchup or
puree increases their value by 20-30%

® Reduction in Post-Harvest Losses: Currently, India
loses about 30-40% of fruits and vegetables due to
lack of proper storage and processing

@ Food processing can significantly reduce these
losses

® Increase in Farm Incomes: Processed foods fetch
higher prices, benefiting farmers in doubling their
income.

€ Example: Contract farming for specific varieties
suited for processing (like, potatoes for Lays
chips)

® Export Potential: During 2021-22, India recorded USD
49.6 billion in total agriculture exports.

€ With increasing global demand for Indian cuisines
and healthy food, there’s significant room for
export growth.

® Direct Employment: In food processing units,
packaging, and distribution. The sector employs about
1.93 million people directly that can be further
increased with increased food processing units.

@ Setting up food parks in rural areas creates local
job opportunities. Mega Food Park Scheme has
created significant number of jobs in rural areas

® Innovation and Product Development: There’s
immense potential for innovation in developing new
products catering to changing consumer preferences,
such as healthy, organic, and convenience foods.

@ Paper Boat’s success with traditional Indian
beverages in modern packaging demonstrates the
potential for innovative product development

Key Challenges Related to Food Processing Sector:

® Infrastructure Deficits: Less than 10%
produce moves through cold chains, compared to 85%
in developed countries.

of India’s

@ Poor road connectivity in rural areas increases
transit time and product spoilage.
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Fragmented Supply Chain and Warehousing: Lack of
direct farmer-processor linkages reduces farmers’
income and processors’ control over quality.

€ This fragmentation leads to price volatility,
quality inconsistencies, and reduced profit
margins across the value chain.

€ Multiple intermediaries between farmers and
processors increase costs by 15-20%.

Quality and Safety Standards: Many food processing
units in India are not registered with quality
certification agencies which leads to inadequate
implementation of food safety regulations, particularly
in the unorganized sector.

@ This affects export potential and consumer trust.
O Cancer-causing chemicals found in 527

Indian food items by EU.

O Also, various videos of unhygienic and
unhealthy tomato sauce production In
factory got circulated in social media.

Lack of Skilled Workforce: Only 3% of India’s workforce
in food processing has formal training. Also there is a
shortage of food technologists, packaging specialists,
and cold chain experts.

@ This skills gap hampers innovation and adoption
of new technologies, reducing global
competitiveness.

Climate Change and Water Scarcity: 54% of India faces
high to extremely high water stress. Erratic weather
patterns affect crop yields and quality.

@ It threatens raw material supply and increases
price volatility for processors.

Inadequate Waste Management: Food processing
generates 50 million tons of waste annually. And due to
lack of efficient waste treatment, this leads to pollution
and loss of potential by-product revenue.

Way Forward

Farm-to-Fork Expressways: Develop dedicated

logistics corridors for perishables, connecting major

production centers to consumption hubs

€ Implement real-time tracking systems for
shipments to reduce transit times and improve
traceability

€ Establish multi-modal transport hubs in key
agricultural regions to facilitate efficient
movement of produce

Cold Chain Revolution: Incentivize private investment

in cold storage facilities through tax breaks and

subsidies
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€@ Promote solar-powered cold storage units for
rural areas to overcome electricity shortages

@ Develop a national cold chain grid connecting
major production and consumption centers

® Skill India, Feed India: Launch food processing-specific

vocational training programs in partnership with
industry leaders
@ Create apprenticeship opportunities in food
processing units across the country
@ Introduce food science and technology courses in
secondary schools to create early awareness
Elevating Food Safety Standards: Enhance nationwide
mandatory quality certification program for processed
foods with different tiers
@ Provide subsidies for SMEs to obtain international
quality certifications like 1SO 22000 and HACCP
€ Llaunch a public awareness campaign on food
safety standards and the importance of certified
products
Green Processing Initiative: Introduce a green rating
system for food processing units based on their
environmental impact
€ Promote water recycling and zero-waste
technologies in the sector through financial
incentives
@ Develop guidelines for sustainable packaging and
offer benefits for companies adopting them
Farmer-Processor Bridges: Develop an app-based
platform connecting farmers directly with processors
to eliminate intermediaries
€ Encourage contract farming with built-in quality
control measures and fair pricing mechanisms
@ Promote farmer producer organizations (FPOs)
for collective bargaining and better market access
@ Establish  agricultural
specifically for crops used in food processing

extension services
Packaging Powerhouse: Incentivize  domestic
production of food-grade packaging materials through
fiscal benefits
@ Promote research in biodegradable and active
packaging solutions for extended shelf life
@ Establish testing facilities for packaging quality in
major food processing hubs
@ Develop standards for smart packaging
technologies like QR codes for traceability
Food Waste to Wealth: Provide tax incentives for food
waste recycling and upcycling initiatives
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€@ Promote biogas plants using food processing
waste for energy generation
@ Develop markets for by-products from food
processing, such as pectin from fruit waste
Conclusion:

Realizing the full potential of the food processing
industry is pivotal to India’s journey towards sustainable and
inclusive growth. India can make significant strides in reducing
food wastage (SDG 12), enhancing agricultural productivity
(SDG 2), creating decent employment opportunities (SDG
8), and improving nutritional standards (SDG 2 and SDG 3).

24. Evaluate the viability of nuclear power as a clean and
sustainable energy source for India. Discuss challenges
associated with nuclear energy. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by mentioning the state of India’s energy
demand and consumption.
® Discuss the viability of nuclear power as a clean and
sustainable energy source for India
® Related Challenges & Way Forward
® Conclude Positively

Introduction:

India, the world’s third-largest energy consumer, has
seen its energy demand surge rapidly, with total consumption
rising by approximately 6.5% annually since 2020. Coal
currently dominates India’s energy mix, accounting for
about 40%. To meet this growing demand while addressing
climate change concerns, there is a pressing need to explore
sustainable energy options, particularly nuclear energy.

® Nuclear energy is the fifth-largest source of electricity
in India, contributing about 2% of the country’s total
electricity generation.
Body:
Economic Viability:
® Cost Advantages: Nuclear power plants are cheaper to
operate than coal or gas plants, despite the cost of
managing radioactive fuel and disposal. Estimates
show that nuclear plants cost only 33-50% of a coal
plant and 20-25% of a gas combined-cycle plant.
® Availability of Raw Material: Though nuclear energy
generation in India is currently dominated by the use of
uranium which is imported, the country possesses 25%
of the world’s thorium reserves, the largest share
globally.

@ Thorium has the potential to serve as an
alternative fuel in nuclear plants, which could
reduce import burdens and make nuclear energy
more affordable.

® Foreign Collaboration: Collaborations with countries
possessing advanced nuclear technology can enhance
India’s nuclear capacity and help build a domestic
industrial ecosystem. This can reduce costs and
improve technological capabilities.

® Economic Spin-offs: The development of the nuclear
sector can provide collateral benefits to the Micro,
Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector,
supporting the ‘Make in India’ initiative and creating a
skilled workforce.

Environmental Viability:

® Low Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Nuclear power is a
low-carbon energy source. Each unit of nuclear power
replacing coal-based power saves about 1 kg of CO2
emissions. In 2015-16, India’s nuclear power generation
saved over 37 million tonnes of CO2.

€ India has committed to go Net Zero by 2070,
According to Anil Kakodkar, former chairperson of
the Atomic Energy Commission, India cannot
meet the net-zero target without nuclear power

® Life Cycle Emissions: The average life cycle greenhouse
gas emissions for nuclear power plants are among the
lowest of all energy sources, significantly lower than
those of solar power plants.

® Land Use Efficiency: Nuclear power plants require
much less land compared to solar power plants for the
same installed capacity, making them suitable for
densely populated countries like India.

Challenges:

® Safety Concerns: Public apprehension persists due to
the potential for catastrophic accidents, exemplified by
historical events like Bhopal Gas Tragedy, Chernobyl
and Fukushima. Building and maintaining public trust
through stringent safety measures and transparent
communication is paramount.

® Waste Management: Radioactive waste disposal
remains a critical issue. Developing secure, long-term
storage solutions that ensure minimal environmental
impact and public health risks is imperative.

® Insufficient Nuclear Installed Capacity: In 2008, the
Atomic Energy Commission projected that India would
have 650GW of installed capacity by 2050; the current
installed capacity is only 6.78 GW.
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® Regulatory Framework: India’s Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage Act, 2010, has been a contentious
issue for foreign suppliers who fear being held liable for
accidents beyond their control. This liability concern
hashinderedinternational cooperationandinvestment.

® Public Acceptance: Overcoming societal resistance
requires proactive engagement, education,
awareness campaigns. Addressing misconceptions and
demonstrating the benefits of nuclear power in terms
of energy security and climate change mitigation are
crucial steps.

and

Way Forward:

® PHWR Expansion: The indigenous 700 MWe PHWR,
with the first unit already operational, should be the
primary source for increasing base load electrical
capacity. Currently, fifteen more units are under
construction using a fleet approach.

€ The implementation of multiple fleets should
involve various public sector undertakings (PSUs)
in addition to NPCIL.

® SMRs and Coal Plant Replacement: Indigenous Small
Modular Reactors (SMRs) should be constructed at
numerous sites that will be vacated by retiring coal
plants in the coming decades. Importing these units
would make electricity production unaffordable.

@ NTPC, which owns the largest number of coal
plants in the country, is a natural partner in this
process, and additional industrial partners could
also be involved.

® Integrate Nuclear with Renewables: Adopt a balanced
energy strategy that integrates nuclear power with
renewable energy sources. This can help in meeting
the large and diverse energy demands of the country in
a sustainable manner.

® Thorium Energy Development: Speed up second and
third stage nuclear-power programme development
to unleash thorium energy potential in accordance
with the pre-existing plans for long-term sustainable
energy supply.

€ Bhabha Atomic Research Centre has the requisite
capability.

® Policy Support: Ensure strong policy support from the
government to facilitate the growth of the nuclear
power sector. This includes favorable policies for
foreign investment, public-private partnerships, and
incentives for innovation.
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Conclusion:

With visionary policy frameworks and a commitment
to innovation, India can unlock the transformative potential
of nuclear power, propelling towards a future where
energy security converges seamlessly with environmental
stewardship. Through collective action and foresight, India
charts a course to lead the global charge in sustainable energy
solutions, ensuring a brighter tomorrow for generations to
come.

25. Explain the ecological and economic impacts of invasive
species and discuss strategies for their control and
eradication. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce by mentioning about invasive species with
examples

® Discuss the significant impacts of ecological and
economic impacts of invasive species

® List out the strategies for eradication of adverse
effects of these species

® Conclude positively.

Introduction:

An invasive species is a species that is non-native (or
alien) to the ecosystem under consideration and whose
introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or
environmental harm or harm to human health.

® Species such as African catfish, Nile tilapia, red-bellied
piranha, and alligator gar dominate India’s invasive
wildlife list.
® According to the Intergovernmental
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), more than
37,000 alien species have been introduced by many
human activities in regions and biomes around the
world.
Body:
Ecological and Economic impacts of invasive species:

® Alteration of Food Webs and Habitat Structure:
Invasive species can change the food web in an
ecosystem by destroying or replacing native food
sources. The invasive species may provide little to no
food value for wildlife.

Platform on

@ Invasive species can also alter the abundance or
diversity of species that are important habitat for
native wildlife.
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® Socio-Cultural and Health Impacts on Local
Communities: Invasive species affect local communities
by affecting their health, safety and cultural attachment
to native landscapes.

€ For instance, Prosopis invasion has blocked
migratory routes in the Rann of Kutch, reducing
access to water sources and has also led to
conflicts among pastoralists over reduced grazing
resources.

® Widespread Invasion in Indian Forests: It is estimated
that Lantana camara, a plant invasive species, has
invaded 38.8% of forests, particularly degraded forests
of hot and humid areas.

€ Llantana is widely distributed across landscapes
with maximum invasion in fragmented dry
deciduous forests of Central India, Shivalik Hills
and Southern Western Ghats.

® Management Expenditures: Governments and private
entities spend significant resources on the prevention,
early detection, and control of invasive species.

@ Efforts to restore ecosystems affected by invasive
species can be expensive and long-term, involving
replanting native species and rehabilitating
habitats.

® Strategies for Control & Eradication

€ Global:

O Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD):
Article 8(h) of the CBD states that each Party
should prevent the introduction of, control,
or eradicate alien species that threaten
ecosystems, habitats, or species.

O Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework: Target 6 of the Framework, an
agreement under the UN-CBD,
member states, including India, to reduce the
impacts of species on
biodiversity and ecosystem services by 50%
by 2030.

O IUCN Invasive Species Specialist Group
(ISSG): Manages the Global Invasive Species
Database (GISD) and the Global Register of
Introduced and Invasive Alien Species.

€ India:

O National Biodiversity Action Plan: Target 4 is
specifically focused on the prevention and
management of invasive species.

requires

invasive alien
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O National Action Plan on Invasive Alien
Species (NAPINVAS): Focuses on preventing
new introductions, early detection, control,
and management of established invasive
species.
Conclusion:

In conclusion, while invasive species present significant
challenges, the concerted efforts of the global community,
coupled with innovative strategies and strong governance,
provide hope for preserving biodiversity and maintaining
healthy ecosystems. It is possible to safeguard the natural
heritage of future generations with persistent and adaptive
approaches.

26. Discuss how India can mainstream biodiversity
conservation in all relevant sectors of development to
achieve long term sustainability. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by highlighting the the need for balancing
biodiversity conservation and development
® Delve into key sectors and mention how biodiversity
conservation can be mainstreamed

® Conclude positively.

Introduction:

The intricate balance between economic progress
and environmental preservation lies at the heart of India’s
future. While development is crucial for societal well-
being, neglecting the natural world jeopardizes long-term
sustainability.

® Mainstreaming  biodiversity  conservation into
development sectors is crucial for India to achieve a
sustainable future.
Body:
® Agriculture Sector
¢ Promoting agrobiodiversity: Incentivizing
cultivation of indigenous crop varieties Supporting
traditional farming practices that enhance
biodiversity
O Example: The Protection of Plant Varieties
and Farmers’ Rights Act, 2001, which
safeguards farmers’ rights to save, use, and
share seeds of diverse varieties
€ Sustainable agriculture practices: Encouraging
organic farming and integrated pest management
O Example: The Paramparagat Krishi Vikas
Yojana (PKVY) promoting organic farming
clusters across India.
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® Forestry Sector
€ Sustainable forest management: Implementing
ecosystem-based approaches. Promoting
community-based forest management.

O Example: The National Mission for a Green
India, aiming to increase forest cover and
improve ecosystem services

€ Restoration of degraded forests: Implementing
large-scale afforestation programs. Promoting
native species in reforestation efforts.

O Example: India aims to restore 26 Million
hectares of degraded land by 2030.

€ Enhancing forest connectivity: Creating wildlife
corridors. Implementing landscape-level
conservation approaches.

O Example: The recent efforts to create
elephant corridors across multiple states

® Fisheries Sector:
€ Sustainable fishing practices: Implementing catch
quotas and size limits. Promoting responsible

aquaculture

O Example: The Marine Fishing Regulation
Acts of coastal states implementing mesh
size regulations and seasonal fishing bans

€ Marine protected Expanding
effectively managing marine protected areas.

areas: and
O Example: The recent expansion of marine
protected areas in the Lakshadweep
archipelago.
® Infrastructure and Urban Development
€ Green infrastructure: Integrating biodiversity
considerations into urban planning Promoting
green spaces and urban forests.
O Example: The development of biodiversity
parks in Delhi and other major cities
€ Wildlife-friendly linear infrastructure:
Implementing wildlife passages in roads and
railways.
O Promoting underground power transmission
lines in sensitive areas.
O Example: The wildlife underpasses and
overpasses constructed on NH7 near Pench
Tiger Reserve
® Energy Sector
€ Renewable energy with biodiversity safeguards:
Implementing stringent Environmental Impact
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Assessments for renewable projects. Promoting

wildlife-friendly wind and solar farm designs

O Example: The Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)
guidelines for wind power projects in forest
areas.

€ Sustainable hydropower: Implementing
environmental flow regulations Ensuring fish
passages in dam designs.

O Example: The e-flow notifications for the
Ganga river system issued by the National
Mission for Clean Ganga

® Tourism Sector
€ Ecotourism promotion: Developing community-
based ecotourism models. Implementing carrying
capacity limits in sensitive areas.

O Example: The eco-sensitive
notifications around protected
regulating tourism activities.

zone
areas

Conclusion:

Mainstreaming biodiversity conservation to promote
SDG 14 and 15 across development sectors is essential for
India to achieve long-term sustainability. As India strives to
balance its development aspirations with its rich biological
heritage, spotlighting biodiversity conservation offers a
pathway to a sustainable and resilient future.

27. As India confronts increasing security challenges,
reforming the role of the National Security Advisor (NSA)
requires a multifaceted approach.Comment.(150 words)

Approach :

® Statetheimportance of the National Security Advisor
(NSA) in the current security framework.

® Highlight the need for a multifaceted approach to
reform the NSA’s role.

® Suggest measures to strengthen the Office of NSA
and National Security Framework in India.

® To conclude, emphasize the need for a proactive and
adaptable national security strategy to protect
India’s interests.

Introduction:

India faces a complex security environment characterized
by a range of internal and external threats. The National
Security Advisor (NSA) is the principal advisor to the Prime
Minister on national security matters. He offers in-depth
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analysis and insights on complex security and intelligence
issues. To effectively tackle the evolving security landscape,
reforming the NSA’s role requires a comprehensive and
multifaceted approach.

Body :

Need for a multifaceted approach to reform the NSA’s role :

® CyberWarfare and Digital Threats: The rapidly evolving
landscape of cyber warfare poses a significant and
multifaceted threat to India’s national security.

€ State-sponsored cyber attacks targeting critical
infrastructure have the potential to cripple
essential services and disrupt daily life on a
massive scale.

® Cross Border Terrorism and Radicalization: The
evolving nature of cross border terrorism and
radicalization continues to pose a significant threat to
India’s security landscape.

@ The rise of lone-wolf attacks inspired by global
extremist ideologies presents a new dimension of
unpredictability and complexity in counter-
terrorism efforts.

@ The recent terrorist attack in Reasi serves as a
stark reminder of the persistent and evolving
threat of terrorism.

® Border Disputes and Regional Instability: India faces
persistent challenges from border disputes, particularly
with China and Pakistan.

€ The ongoing tensions along the Line of Actual
Control with China, exemplified by the 2020
Galwan Valley clash, highlight the potential for
sudden escalations.

@ Instability in neighboring countries, such as
Afghanistan and Myanmar, poses risks of spillover
effects including refugee crises and increased
terrorist activities.

® Space and Satellite Security: India’s growing reliance
on space technology for communication, navigation,
and surveillance makes satellite infrastructure a critical
security concern.

€ The potential militarization of space by global
powers, as demonstrated by China’s 2007 anti-
satellite test, presents new challenges for space
security and international relations.

® Maritime and Oceanic Threats: India faces multiple
challenges in the maritime domain, including piracy,
terrorism, and fishing area conflict in the Indian Ocean.

@ The expansion of China’s naval presence in the
Indian Ocean (such as Hambantota Port of Sri
Lanka) challenges India’s maritime interests.

® Information Warfare and Social Media Manipulation:
The weaponization of information through social
media poses a significant threat to social cohesion and
democratic processes.

@ The rise of deepfake technology undermines
public trust in information, complicating efforts to
maintain societal stability and informed decision-
making.

Measures to Strengthen the Office of NSA and National
Security Framework in India :

® Implement a “Whole-of-Government” National

Security Database: Develop a secure, centralized

digital platform that integrates real-time information

from various ministries, intelligence agencies, and
military branches.

@ This system would provide the NSA and key
decision-makers with a comprehensive, up-to-
date view of national security issues and
opportunities.

® Create a National Security Foresight Unit: Establish a
dedicated team within the NSA’s office focused on
long-term strategic planning and scenario analysis.

@ This unit would regularly produce reports on
potential future security challenges and
opportunities, helping to shape proactive policies.

® Develop an Inter-State Security Coordination

Mechanism: Establish a formal structure under the

NSA for regular consultation and coordination with

state-level security officials.

@ This would improve information sharing and
policy implementation across federal and state
levels, particularly for issues like border security
and counter-terrorism.

® Establish a National Crisis Simulation Center: Build a
state-of-the-art facility for conducting regular, large-
scale simulations of various security scenarios.

@ This center would allow policymakers, military
leaders, and key stakeholders to practice
coordinated responses to complex crises,
improving overall preparedness and identifying
gaps in the current security framework.

® Establish a National Security Innovation Fund: Set up

a dedicated fund to invest in cutting-edge research and

development of technologies crucial for national

security.
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€ This fund would support projects in areas such as
quantum computing, materials,
autonomous  systems, space-based
technologies, ensuring India stays at the forefront
of technological

advanced
and
advancements relevant to
security..
® Establish a National Cognitive Warfare Center: Create
a specialized institution to counter and develop
capabilities in cognitive warfare, focusing on protecting
India’s information space and societal cohesion.
¢ This would expertise in
psychology, data and strategic
communications to defend against and potentially
engage in influence operations, disinformation
campaigns, and other forms of cognitive
manipulation.

center combine

science,

® Implement a Transparent Metrics System: Develop a
set of key performance indicators for national security
outcomes, which would be regularly reviewed and
reported (in a secure manner) to relevant government
stakeholders.

€ This would enhance accountability and provide a
basis for continuous improvement in national
security management.
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Conclusion :

The Hooda Committee (2019) recommended prioritizing
the protection of common citizens in the national security
strategy. By adopting a vigilant and adaptable National
Security Framework and empowering the NSA, India can
navigate the dynamic global security landscape more
effectively, safeguarding its interests and principles in the
21st century.

28. The growing influence of money laundering on financing
terrorism and organized crime poses a significant threat
to India’s internal security. Discuss. (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce by defining money laundering and link
with organized crime and terrorist networks

® Delve into the role Money Laundering in Terrorism
Financing and its impacts

® Highlight the role of Money Laundering in Organized
Crime and its impacts

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Money laundering, the process of disguising the illegal
origin of funds, poses a significant threat to India’s internal
security. It acts as a pernicious lifeblood for organized
crime and terrorist networks, enabling them to operate with
impunity and destabilize the nation.
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® Money Laundering on Terrorism Financing

€ Funding Channels:

O Hawala networks: Informal value transfer
systems operate outside traditional banking
channels, as evidenced by the 2022 National
Investigation Agency (NIA) bust of terror
funding networks in Jammu and Kashmir.

Q

Cryptocurrency transactions: The anonymity
of digital currencies is exploited, as seen in
the Bengaluru Cafe terror attack case where
ISIS-linked  funding networks operating
through crypto platforms.

O Shell companies and front businesses:
Legitimate-appearing entities disguise illicit
funds, exemplified by the Enforcement
Directorate’s (ED) 2024 investigations into
the Popular Front of India (PFI) for alleged
terror financing.

€ Impact on Internal Security:

O Sustaining terrorist infrastructure: Providing
resources for training camps and logistical
support, as revealed in ongoing investigations
into Northeast militant groups in Manipur
and Nagaland (2021-2023).

O Facilitating recruitment and radicalization:
Funding propaganda efforts and offering
financial incentives, a tactic observed in PFI’s
alleged activities across multiple states.

@)

Enabling procurement of weapons and
explosives: Acquiring sophisticated
weaponry, as seen in cross-border terrorism
cases.

® Money Laundering and Organized Crime:

€ Key Areas:

O Drug trafficking: Laundering profits from
narcotics trade, particularly from the Golden
Crescent and Golden Triangle regions, as
evidenced by multiple Narcotics Control
Bureau operations.

©)

Cybercrime: Laundering funds obtained
through ransomware attacks and online
fraud, exemplified by the ED’s 2023 action
against Chinese loan apps involved in money
laundering.

O Real estate: Using property investments to
integrate illicit funds, as seen in numerous

cases investigated by the Income Tax
Department and ED across major Indian
cities.

€ Impact on Internal Security:

O Corruption and Political Instability:
Organized crime and money laundering fuel
corruption, leading to political instability and
eroding public trust in governance.

O Example: The 2G spectrum scam involved
large-scale money laundering, resulting in
political upheaval and loss of public
confidence in the political system.

O Undermining Law Enforcement: Criminal
organizations involved in money laundering
often have significant resources to evade law
enforcement, making it difficult to control
and prevent organized crime.

O Example: The Dawood Ibrahim crime
syndicate successfully laundered money,
eluding law enforcement agencies and
continuing its criminal activities from abroad.

O Economic Distortion: Money laundering
distorts the economy by diverting resources
from legitimate to illegitimate activities,
affecting economic growth and stability.

Way Forward
® Strengthening Financial Regulations: Implementing

stricter KYC (Know Your Customer) norms and reporting

suspicious transactions.

€ The PMLA (Prevention of Money Laundering Act)
can be further strengthened to address the
evolving tactics of money launderers.

Enhancing Law Enforcement Capacity: Training and

equipping law enforcement agencies to investigate and

prosecute money laundering effectively using Artificial
intelligence and machine learning.

@ Special units can be established within law
enforcement agencies to focus specifically on
investigating money laundering activities.

Public Awareness Campaigns: Educating the public on

money laundering techniques and how to report

suspicious activity.

@ Public awareness campaigns can help citizens
identify and report suspicious financial
transactions, hindering money laundering
activities.

www.drishtilAS.com




www.drishtilAS.com

® International Collaboration: Sharing information and
intelligence with other countries to disrupt
transnational criminal networks.
€ India’s enhanced participation in organizations
like the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is
crucial for international cooperation in combating
money laundering.
Conclusion:

The fight against money laundering is a continuous
battle, requiring constant adaptation to evolving criminal
tactics. India’s future security hinges on its ability to foster
closer international cooperation, leverage cutting-edge
technologies for financial intelligence, and promote financial
inclusion to curb reliance on informal channels.

29. lllegal migration has emerged as a critical challenge to
India’s internal security. Analyze the various dimensions
of this issue, including its impact on demographic
patterns, socio-economic fabric, and national security.
(250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by highlighting the plight of
illegal migration in India
® Delve into Dimensions of lllegal Migration in India
® Highlight itsimpact on demographic patterns, socio-
economic fabric, and national security

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Illegal migration has become a pressing concern for
India, affecting various aspects of the nation’s internal
dynamics.

® This issue, primarily stemming from neighboring
countries like Bangladesh, Nepal, and Myanmar, has
far-reaching consequences on India’s demographic
composition, socio-economic structure, and national
security.
Body:
Dimensions of lllegal Migration in India:

® Scale: Millions of illegal immigrants reside in India,
particularly from Bangladesh.

® Routes: Porous borders, especially in the Northeast
and West Bengal, facilitate illegal entry.

® Push Factors: Poverty, political instability, and
environmental disasters in neighboring countries drive
migration.

® Pull Factors: Economic opportunities, cultural
similarities, and established migrant networks attract
immigrants to India.
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Impact on Demographic Patterns:

® Population Growth: Illegal migration contributes to
rapid population growth in border states, straining
local resources.

@ Example: Assam’s population growth rate has
consistently exceeded the national average, partly
attributed to illegal migration.

® Altered Ethnic Composition: The influx of migrants
changes the ethnic balance in certain regions.

€@ Example: The demographic shift in parts of West
Bengal has led to social and political tensions.

® Urbanization: Many migrants settle in urban slums,
contributing to unplanned urban growth.
Impact on Socio-Economic Fabric:

® Labor Market: lllegal immigrants often work in
informal sectors, potentially displacing local workers
and suppressing wages.

® Public Services: Increased pressure on healthcare,
education, and housing infrastructure.

€ Inborder districts of West Bengal, public hospitals
report strain due to patients from across the
border.

® Social Cohesion: Cultural differences can lead to
tensions between immigrants and local populations.

@ Periodic conflicts in Assam between Bodo tribes
and Bengali-speaking immigrants.

® Political Landscape: Demographic changes influence
voting patterns and political representation.

@ Allegations of vote bank politics in states like
West Bengal where parties are accused of
appeasing illegal immigrants for electoral gains.

Impact on National Security:

® Terrorism and Insurgency: Some groups exploit illegal
migration channels for anti-national activities.
€ Example: Investigations into terror attacks like the
2014 Burdwan blast revealed involvement of
illegal immigrants.
® Crime and Trafficking: lllegal migration networks often
overlap with smuggling and human trafficking
operations.
@ Example: The India-Bangladesh border is a known
route for cattle smuggling and human trafficking.
® Internal Security Apparatus: Significant resources are
diverted to detect and deport illegal immigrants.
€ Example: The complex and costly process of
updating the National Register of Citizens (NRC)
in Assam.
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Conclusion:

Addressing the issue of illegal migration requires
a comprehensive approach involving better border
management, diplomatic engagement with neighboring
countries, and balanced internal policies that consider both
security concerns and humanitarian aspects. The government
must also focus on economic development in border regions
to reduce the appeal of illegal migration while ensuring that
genuine Indian citizens are not unfairly targeted in the process
of identifying illegal immigrants.

30. Critically examine the concept of ‘disaster-resilient
livelihoods’. How can it be promoted in disaster-prone
regions of India? (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by defining disaster resilient
livelihoods

® Highlight the Strengths and Limitations of Disaster-
Resilient Livelihoods

® Suggest measures to promoting Disaster-Resilient
Livelihoods in India’s Disaster-Prone Regions:
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The concept of “disaster-resilient livelihoods” refers
to the capacity of individuals and communities to sustain
or quickly recover their livelihoods in the face of disasters.

® Adaptive Capacity: Ability to adjust to potential
damage and respond to consequences.

® Absorptive Capacity: Ability to absorb shocks and
stresses.

® Transformative Capacity: Ability to create new systems
when existing conditions are untenable.
Body:
Strengths and Limitations of Disaster-Resilient Livelihoods:
® Strengths:
€ Holistic Approach: Integrates social, economic,
and environmental dimensions.
€ Proactive Stance: Focuses on
preparedness rather than
response.

pre-disaster
just post-disaster

€ Sustainable Development: Aligns with SDGs,
particularly Goal 1 (No Poverty) and Goal 13
(Climate Action).

¢ Community Empowerment: Emphasizes local
knowledge and participation.

® Limitations:
€ Complexity: Requires intricate coordination
across multiple sectors and stakeholders.
€ Resource-Intensive: Demands significant
financial, technical, and human resources.
€ Context-Specificity: Solutions may not be
universally applicable across diverse geographies.
€ Measurement Challenges: Difficulty in quantifying
resilience and progress.
€ Potential for Maladaptation: Poorly implemented
strategiesmayinadvertentlyincreasevulnerability.
Promoting Disaster-Resilient Livelihoods in India’s Disaster-
Prone Regions:
® Access to Financial Services
@ Provide microfinance and insurance products
tailored to the needs of disaster-prone
communities.
@ Establish emergency funds and savings schemes
to help communities recover post-disaster.
@ Facilitate access to low-interest loans for
rebuilding and livelihood restoration.
® Risk Assessment and Mapping:

€ Implement the National Database for Emergency
Management (NDEM) for real-time disaster risk
monitoring.

& Utilize satellite imagery and GIS for detailed
vulnerability mapping (e.g., ISRO’s Bhuvan
platform for flood hazard zonation).

® Climate-Smart Agriculture:

€@ Promote drought-resistant crop varieties (e.g.,
ICAR’s drought-tolerant chickpea varieties).

@ Encourage agroforestry (e.g., ICRAF’s work in the
Bundelkhand region).

® Livelihood Diversification:

@ Encourage eco-tourism in vulnerable regions
(e.g., Himalayan Homestay Program in Ladakh).

® Financial Inclusion and Risk Transfer:

€ Expand coverage of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY) with faster claim settlements.
(e.g., Beed model in Maharashtra).

® Infrastructure Development:

€ Implement nature-based solutions for flood
management (e.g., Room for River project in
Kerala).

® Technological Integration:

@ Utilize Al and big data for disaster prediction (e.g.,

Google’s flood forecasting initiative in Patna).

www.drishtilAS.com




www.drishtilAS.com MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION JULY (2024) 41

€ Promote mobile apps for disaster communication | Conclusion:

(e.g., NDMA'’s Safetipin app). Promoting disaster-resilient livelihoods is essential
® Strengthening Local Governance: for India’s vulnerable regions. A comprehensive approach
involving policy, livelihood diversification, social protection,
resource access, infrastructure development, and climate
change adaptation is crucial for building resilient communities
in 56 cities of India). and safeguarding livelihoods.

€ Implement Urban Risk Reduction programs in

cities (e.g., UNDP’s urban risk reduction project
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-4

31. Discuss how the principles of Gandhian ethics can be
applied in the context of contemporary public service?
(150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by highlighting the significance
of Gandhian Ethics

® Highlight the significance of gandhian ethics on
contemporary public service

® Conclude positively.

Introduction:

The legacy of Mahatma Gandhi transcends the
boundaries of time. His philosophy, forged in the fires of
India’s independence struggle, continues to resonate with
profound relevance for the contemporary public servant.

® In a world grappling with complex challenges from
social inequalities to environmental degradation,
® Gandhian ethics offer a compass for navigating the
challenges in public service.
Body:
Significance of Gandhian Ethics on Contemporary Public
Service:
® Satyagraha (Truth Force):
€ Transparency and Accountability: Public servants
can uphold Satyagraha by practicing radical
transparency.

O Thismeansproactivelydisclosinginformation,
admitting mistakes, and being open to public
scrutiny.

€ Whistle-blowing: When faced with corruption or

wrongdoing, Gandhian ethics encourage
whistleblowing, even if it means challenging
superiors.

O This ensures truth prevails and exposes
injustices within the system.
€ Policy Formulation: Public servants can embody
Satyagraha by seeking truth through data-driven
decision-making and public consultations.
O This ensures policies reflect the needs of the
people and are based on factual evidence.
® Ahimsa (Non-Violence):
€ Conflict Resolution: Ahimsa promotes peaceful
conflict resolution. Public servants can embody

this by using dialogue, mediation, and empathy to
address disagreements with colleagues, citizens,
or other stakeholders.

@ Social Justice: Ahimsa advocates for social
inclusion and equal rights. Public servants can
strive for equitable development and avoid
discriminatory practices in service delivery.

€ Environmental Sustainability: Ahimsa extends to
non-violence against the environment as well.

O Public servants can promote eco-friendly

practices, resource conservation, and
sustainable development initiatives.
® Swavalamban (Self-Reliance):
€ Empowerment: Swavalamban  emphasizes

empowering citizens to become self-sufficient.
O Public servants can create programs that
equip communities with resources and skills,
fostering long-term development.
€ Decentralization: Swavalamban
decision-making at the local level.

encourages

O Public servants can devolve power to local
bodies, promoting community ownership
and participation in development projects.

& Efficiency and Resource = Management:
Swavalamban promotes efficient use of resources.
O Public servants can streamline processes,

minimize waste, and explore innovative
solutions to optimize resource utilization.
® The Seven Sins: In public service, Gandhi’s seven social
sins: wealth without work, pleasure without
conscience, knowledge without character, commerce
without morality, science without humanity, worship
without sacrifice, and politics without principle, serve
as ethical guidelines.

@ They emphasize fair compensation, moral
integrity, responsible use of knowledge, ethical
business practices, human welfare in science,
genuine commitment, and principled decision-
making.

@ Adhering to these principles promotes ethical
governance and contributes to a just and
equitable society.

Conclusion:

By embracing these core ideals, public servants can
cultivate a more ethical and effective approach to governance.
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Upholding truth, advocating for non-violence, promoting
self-reliance, striving for universal upliftment, and detaching
from personal gain can create a more just and equitable
society in the spirit of Gandhian ethics.

32. Discuss how ethical egoism and ethical altruism influence
decision-making in a professional setting. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by highlighting contrasting
perspective of Ethical egoism and ethical altruism
® Delve into Ethical Egoism and its Influence
® Highlight Ethical Altruism and its Influence
® Conclude positively.

Introduction:

Ethical egoism and ethical altruism represent contrasting
ethical perspectives that significantly impact decision-making
in professional settings. While ethical egoism prioritizes self-
interest, ethical altruism emphasizes the welfare of others.

Body:
Ethical Egoism and its Influence:

® Focus: In a professional context, Ethical egoism could
translate to prioritizing personal gain — seeking
promotions, taking credit for team achievements, or
engaging in actions that benefit one’s career even if
they are detrimental to colleagues or the organization.

® Potential Benefits: Ethical egoism can foster ambition
and drive employees to excel, leading to increased
productivity and innovation. It can also promote a
sense of self-reliance and responsibility for one’s career
trajectory.

® Potential Pitfalls: Unfettered self-interest can lead to
unethical behavior such as cutthroat competition,
deception, and exploitation of others. It can create a
toxic work environment and erode trust among
colleagues.

Ethical Altruism and its Influence:

® Focus: Ethical altruism emphasizes acting in the best
interests of others, even at a personal cost.

@ In a professional setting, this could manifest as
prioritizing the organization’s success over
individual gain, sacrificing personal time for the
benefit of a project, or advocating for the welfare
of colleagues and clients.

® Potential Benefits: Ethical altruism fosters teamwork,
collaboration, and a commitment to shared goals.

@ It can create a more positive and supportive work
environment, leading to increased employee
satisfaction and loyalty.
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€ Ultimately, it aligns individual actions with the
organization’s mission.
® Potential Pitfalls: Unrestrained altruism can lead to
burnout, resentment if sacrifices are not reciprocated,
and exploitation by others who take advantage of one’s
willingness to help.
@ lItcanalso create challenges in setting boundaries
and saying “no” to unreasonable requests.
Conclusion:

Balancing ethical egoism and altruism in professional
decision-making involves recognizing that individual
well-being is linked to the well-being of colleagues and
the organization. Adopting enlightened self-interest and
cultivating virtues like honesty and respect can ensure
decisions benefit everyone. By doing so, public servants can
foster a more ethical and productive work environment.

33. Explainthe concept of cardinal virtues and how they can
be applied to ethical decision-making in a bureaucratic
environment. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by mentioning the cardinal values
® Delve into application of cardinal virtues in ethical
decision making
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The cardinal virtues- prudence, justice, temperance,
and courage, have served as a foundation for ethical conduct
for centuries.

® They offer avaluable framework for navigating complex
situations and making sound decisions, particularly
within a bureaucratic environment.
Body:
Application of Cardinal Virtues in Ethical Decision Making:
® Prudence:
@ Concept: Prudence emphasizes practical wisdom,
the ability to discern the right course of action in

a given situation.

O It involves careful consideration of
consequences, potential risks and benefits,
and seeking out relevant information.

€ Bureaucratic Application: A bureaucrat exercising
prudence would:

O Analyze policies: Before implementing a
policy, they would weigh its potential impact
on stakeholders and ensure it aligns with
ethical principles and legal frameworks.

43




44 MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION JULY (2024)

O Seek expert advice: When faced with
complex issues, they would consult with
specialists to gain a well-rounded perspective.

O Plan for contingencies: Prudent bureaucrats
anticipate potential roadblocks and develop
alternative solutions to ensure smooth
implementation of projects.

Example: A bureaucrat tasked with approving a

new construction project would consider its

environmental impact, economic benefits for the
community, and potential safety hazards.

O They might consult engineers and
environmental experts to ensure compliance
with regulations and minimize risks.

® Justice:

€ Concept: Justice refers to fairness, impartiality,

and upholding the law.

O It entails treating everyone equally and
ensuring that decisions are based on merit
rather than personal biases.

€ Bureaucratic Application: A just bureaucrat

would:

O Apply rules fairly: They would ensure
consistent application of regulations and
policies for all individuals or businesses
approaching the department.

O Avoid favoritism: Decisions would not be
swayed by personal connections or external
pressures. They would allocate resources and
opportunities based on objective criteria.

Example: A bureaucrat managing a welfare

program would ensure that all eligible applicants

receive benefits without discrimination based
on religion, caste, or social status.

O They would develop objective selection
criteria to distribute resources fairly.

® Temperance:
€ Concept: Temperance emphasizes moderation

and self-control.

O It involves avoiding excesses, such as greed,
overindulgence, or emotional outbursts.

O It promotes balanced decision-making that
prioritizes long-term benefits over short-
term gains.

€ Bureaucratic Application: Atemperate bureaucrat

would:

O Resist personal gain: They would avoid using
their position for personal benefit or engaging
in bribery or corruption.

O Manage resources responsibly: They would
use public resources judiciously and avoid
wasteful practices.

O Maintain emotional control: They would
remain professional and objective even in
stressful situations, ensuring decisions are
not influenced by personal emotions.

@ Example: A bureaucrat overseeing public

procurement would not succumb to pressure

from lobbyists offering favors.

O They would conduct transparent and
competitive bidding processes to secure the
best deals for the government.

® Courage:
@ Concept: Courage involves the moral strength to

do what is right, even in the face of difficulty or

opposition.

O It requires standing up for one’s principles
and taking decisive action against unethical
behavior or wrongdoing.

Bureaucratic  Application: A courageous

bureaucrat would:

O Expose wrongdoing: If they witness
corruption or unethical practices within the
organization, they would have the courage to
report it to the appropriate authorities
despite potential repercussions.

O Defend the public interest: They would
advocate for policies and practices that
benefit the public good, even if it means
challenging the status quo or powerful
individuals.

O Make difficult decisions: They would not shy
away from making tough calls based on
ethical principles, even if it leads to
unpopularity with colleagues or superiors.

Example: A bureaucrat aware of fraudulent

activity within their department would exhibit

courage by reporting it to the anti-corruption
bureau, even if it meant facing retaliation from
colleagues.

Conclusion:

By integrating these cardinal virtues into their decision-
making processes, bureaucrats can foster a more ethical and
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trustworthy administrative system. These virtues provide
a moral compass, guiding bureaucrats in navigating the
complexities of public service and ensuring decisions serve
the greater good.

34. Peace is not the absence of conflict, it is the ability to
handle conflict by peaceful means.” What qualities and
approaches are necessary to resolve conflicts ethically
and peacefully? (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by justifying the statement

® Mention essential qualities for peacebuilding and
conflict resolution

® State effective approaches to conflict resolution
® Conclude positively using a quote

Introduction:

Peace is not merely the absence of war, but rather
the ability to navigate disagreements and conflicts through
constructive dialogue and ethical means.

® In a world brimming with diverse perspectives and
interests, conflicts are inevitable. However, the manner
in which we address these disagreements determines
the impact they have on individuals, communities, and
the world at large.
Body:
Essential Qualities:

® Empathy: The ability to understand and share the
feelings of others is crucial.
€ By stepping into another’s perspective, parties
can better comprehend the root causes of
conflict and identify common ground.
® Respect: Treating all parties with dignity and respect,
regardless of their stance, fosters a more conducive
environmentforopencommunicationand compromise.
® Patience: Conflict resolution is rarely a swift process.
€ Patience allows for a thorough exploration of
issues, fostering trust and creating space for
creative solutions to emerge.
® Open-mindedness: A willingness to consider different
viewpoints and perspectives is essential.
@ Rigid stances hinder progress and prevent parties
from finding mutually beneficial solutions.
® Communication Skills: Effective communication, both
verbal and nonverbal, is key.
@ Actively listening, expressing oneself clearly, and
fostering a safe space for open dialogue are crucial
for successful conflict resolution.
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Effective Approaches:

® Dialogue and Negotiation: Open and honest
communication is the cornerstone of peaceful conflict
resolution.

€ Engaging in a dialogue allows parties to express
their concerns, understand each other’s needs,
and explore potential solutions collaboratively.

@ Negotiation involves creative compromise to
reach a mutually agreeable outcome.

€ Example: Two neighboring countries negotiate
water usage from a shared river, resulting in an
agreement that ensures both have sufficient
agricultural resources.

® Mediation and Facilitation: In complex conflicts, a

neutral third party can act as a mediator or facilitator.

€ Mediators guide the conversation, ensure all

voices are heard, and help parties reach a
consensus.

€ Example: Two companies merging bring in a
neutral mediator who helps them create a unified
corporate culture by addressing and respecting
both sides’ values.

® Problem-Solving: Afocus on identifying the root causes
of conflict and working towards solutions that address
those causes is essential.

@ This approach avoids simply treating the
symptoms without addressing the underlying
issues.

€@ Example: Acommunity resolves a land use conflict
by forming a committee that proposes a mixed-
use development, combining a park with
commercial areas to satisfy all parties.

® Forgiveness and Reconciliation: Even after a conflict is
resolved, there may be lingering feelings of resentment.

@ Forgiveness and reconciliation are essential for
long-term peace. Forgiveness does not erase the
past, but it allows parties to move forward
without bitterness.

€ Example: After a prolonged civil war, a country
creates community healing circles where former
combatants and victims share their stories,
apologize, and forgive each other

Conclusion:

Conflict resolution is a continuous process that requires
dedication and commitment from all parties involved. As
Nelson Mandela aptly said, “If you want to make peace with
your enemy, you have to work with your enemy. Then he
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becomes your partner.” By fostering empathy, respect, and
open communication, we can bridge divides, build bridges
of cooperation, and pave the way for a more peaceful future
for all.

35. Discuss the concept of “natural law” and its place in
ethical reasoning. Do you believe there are universal
moral laws inherent in nature? (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by defining the concept of natural law

® Delve into the Place of Natural Law in Ethical
Reasoning

® Give arguments in favor and against Universal Moral
Laws

® Conclude positively.

Introduction:

Natural law is a philosophical and theological concept
that posits the existence of universal moral principles
discoverable through human reason and inherent in the
nature of humanity.

® Developed by thinkers like Aristotle and later Christian
theologians like Thomas Aquina, it suggests these
principles are objective and transcultural, existing
independent of human invention or societal norms.
Body:
Place of Natural Law in Ethical Reasoning:
® Foundation for Morality: Natural law provides a
framework for ethical decision-making, offering a more
balanced pathway than cultural relativism.
€ It posits a core set of principles that should guide

human behavior, such as protecting life,
promoting fairness, and pursuing the common
good.

® Justification for Positive Law: Natural law can serve as
a foundation for legal systems, providing a basis for
laws that reflect universal moral principles.
@ Legal codes like human rights declarations often
draw inspiration from natural law concepts.
Arguments for Universal Moral Laws:

® Human Nature: Proponents argue that humans share a
common nature that dictates certain moral truths.

@ These include a sense of self-preservation,
empathy towards others, and a desire for social
order.

® Reason and Logic: Natural law suggests applying
reason to understand our inherent purpose and the
best way to live.

@ This logic-based approach leads to universal
moral principles.
® [ntuition and Conscience: Many believe we possess an
innate moral compass, a sense of right and wrong that
transcends cultural upbringing.
@ This could be evidence of natural law principles
ingrained in human beings.
Arguments Against Universal Moral Laws:

® Cultural Relativism: Critics argue that morals are
culturally constructed and vary widely across societies.
Practices considered wrong in one culture might be
acceptable in another.

® Subjectivity and Interpretation: Applying reason to
natural law can be subjective. Disagreements persist
about what is truly “natural” or the best way to
interpret these principles.

® Evolution of Morality: Moral codes have historically
evolved. What was considered right or wrong in the
past might not be today.
@ This casts doubt on the idea of unchanging natural

laws.
Conclusion:

Natural law remains a contested concept in ethics.
While its existence is debatable, it continues to serve as
a valuable framework for reasoning about morality and
formulating just laws. The continuing discussion around
natural law highlights the ongoing human quest to establish
universal ethical principles in an ever-evolving world.

36. “Arise, Awake and stop not till the goal is reached.”-
Swami Vivekananda. What ethical principles can guide
us in achieving our goals without compromising our
values? (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by validating the quote
® Delve into the ethical principles can guide us in

achieving our goals without compromising our
values

® Conclude positively.

Introduction:

Swami Vivekananda’s powerful call to action, “Arise,
Awake and stop not till the goal is reached,” inspires us to
pursue our aspirations with unwavering determination.

® However, the path to success should not compromise
our core values. Itis crucial to maintain ethical integrity.
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Body:
Ethical Principles to Guide us in Achieving Our Goals:
® Integrity and Honesty:
€ Fair Means: Strive for goals through honest effort,
hard work, and perseverance. Avoid shortcuts,
manipulation, or exploiting others.
€ Transparency: Be truthful in dealings. Deception
may lead to short-term gains, but long-term
success requires trust.
® Respect and Fairness:
€ Win-Win Approach: Seek solutions that benefit
all parties involved. Unnecessary competition or
exploitation of others undermines achievements.
@ Respect for Rules: Adhere to the rules of the
game, whether in business, competition, or
personal life. Building a reputation for fairness
strengthens credibility.
® Character and Responsibility:
@ Self-Discipline: Develop the self-control to resist
temptations that could derail progress.
€ Ownership of Actions: Take responsibility for
decisions and actions, both successes and failures.
Learn from mistakes and adapt.
€ Social Responsibility: Consider the impact of
actions on others and the environment. Arise not
just yourself, but to contribute positively to the
world.
® Compassion and Empathy:
€ Collaboration: Recognize the value of teamwork.
Collaboration leverages diverse strengths and
fosters a more supportive environment for
achieving goals.
€ Helping Others: Offer supportand encouragement
to those on similar journeys. Uplifting others
strengthens your own resolve.
® Balance and Sustainability:
€ Holistic Approach: Pursue success without
neglecting physical, mental, and emotional well-
being. Unyielding pursuit at the expense of health
is ultimately unsustainable.
€ Long-Term Vision: Focus on sustainable growth
and lasting achievements. True success is built on
a foundation of ethical practices and long-term
vision.
Conclusion:
Achieving goals without compromising values requires
balancing determination with ethical considerations. By
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embracing these principles, we can pursue objectives in
a manner that is both successful and morally sound. This
approach not only helps reach our goals but also contributes
to a more ethical society, honoring the spirit of Vivekananda’s
words while ensuring the integrity of our actions.

37. Discuss the relationship between law and ethics. How
do they complement and conflict with each other? (150
words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by tracing the essence of laws
and ethics

® Delve into Complementary Aspects of Laws and
Ethics

® Mention Conflicting Aspects of Laws and Ethics
® Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction:

“Ethics begins where law ends”. Law and ethics are
closely intertwined systems that guide human behavior and
social conduct. While law represents codified rules enforced
by governmental authorities, ethics encompasses moral
principles and values that shape individual and societal
notions of right and wrong.

Body:
Complementary Aspects:

® Evolving Societal Standards: Laws and ethics work
together to reflect and shape evolving societal
standards, mutually reinforcing progressive change.
¢ Example: The Mental Healthcare Act, 2017
reflects changing ethical attitudes towards mental
health, emphasizing rights and dignity of patients.
® Balancing Individual and Collective Rights: Both legal
and ethical frameworks strive to balance individual
freedoms with collective welfare.
¢ Example: The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act,
2019 enhances road safety measures, balancing
personal convenience with public safety.
® Upholding Professional Integrity: Laws often codify
ethical standards for professional conduct, enhancing
public trust and accountability.
€@ Example: The Medical Termination of Pregnancy
(Amendment) Act, 2021 expands safe abortion
access while maintaining medical ethics.
® Environmental Stewardship: Legal frameworks often
embody ethical responsibilities towards nature and
future generations.
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€@ Example: The Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981 reflects ethical concerns
about environmental preservation.
® Ethical Business Practices: Laws can enforce ethical
standards in business, promoting fair competition and
consumer protection.
€ Example: The Competition Act, 2002 legally
mandates ethical business conduct and fair
market practices.
® Ethics as Moral Compass for Laws: Ethics provides the
moral compass for law, guiding its creation and
interpretation.
€ For instance, while a business might manipulate
invoices to accept cash payments, if he/she is
ethical, he/she will voluntarily disclose potential
tax liabilities with integrity, exceeding their legal
obligations.
O Also, the Delhi government’s scheme,
offering free electricity up to 200 units and a
50% subsidy for 201-400 units, exemplifies
this.
® Though legally permitted, the self-declaration
requirement of the beneficiary ensures that ethical
behavior can surpass mere legal compliance.
Conflicting Aspects of Laws and Ethics:

® Privacy vs. Public Safety: Laws aimed at ensuring
public safety may infringe on ethical principles of
individual privacy.
¢ Example: The DNA Technology (Use and
Application) Regulation Bill, 2019, which allows
DNA profiling for criminal investigations (later
withdrawn), raises ethical concerns about genetic
privacy.
® Freedom of Expression vs. Social Harmony: Legal
restrictions on speech to maintain social order can
conflict with ethical ideals of free expression.
€ Example: Section 66A of the IT Act (struck down
in 2015 Shreya Singhal Case) criminalized
“offensive” online content, conflicting with ethical
principles of free speech.
® Environmental Protection vs. Indigenous Rights:
Conservation laws can sometimes conflict with the
ethical rights and traditional practices of indigenous
communities.
€ Example: Kanha Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh,
was established in 1973 for tiger conservation,
resulting in the displacement of the Baiga and
Gond tribal communities from their ancestral
lands.
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® Euthanasia and Right to Die: Legal prohibitions on
euthanasia can conflict with ethical arguments for
personal autonomy in end-of-life decisions.
€@ Example: Despite the 2018 Supreme Court ruling
allowing passive euthanasia, active euthanasia
remains illegal, conflicting with some ethical
views on dying with dignity.
Conclusion:

Therefore, Law and ethics often intersect in complex
ways. Sheltering undocumented migrants is ethically
commendable but legally restricted, while denying life-saving
treatment due to financial constraints is legally permissible
yet ethically questionable. A just society must integrate legal
compliance with ethical principles, aspiring to higher moral
standards beyond legal mandates.

38. “Happiness is the activity of the soul in accordance with
virtue.” - Aristotle Discuss the relationship between
virtue, character, and happiness in the context of public
service.(150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by delving into Aristotle’s
quote
® Highlight the significance of into Virtue in Public
Service, Character Building and Public Service and
Happiness and Fulfillment in Public Service

® Discuss the interplay of Virtue, Character, and
Happiness in Public Service

® Conclude positively.

Introduction

Aristotle’s assertion that happiness is the activity of the
soul in accordance with virtue underscores the intrinsic link
between ethical conduct and human fulfillment.

® In the context of public service, this philosophy delves
into the relationship between virtue, character, and
happiness.
Body:
Virtue in Public Service:

Virtue, as defined by Aristotle, is an excellence of
character, a disposition to behave in the right way. In the
context of public service, it manifests as a constellation of
qualities like:

® Integrity: Upholding moral and ethical principles, even
in the face of adversity. For instance, IAS officer Durga

Shakti Nagpal’s 2013 crackdown on illegal sand mining

in Uttar Pradesh, despite facing political backlash
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® Impartiality: Treating all citizens and stakeholders
fairly, without bias or prejudice. The implementation of
various social welfare schemes, such as the Former
Chief Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan’s reforms in
the 1990s, including strict enforcement of the Model
Code of Conduct.

® Objectivity: Making decisions based on evidence and
reason, rather than personal opinions or emotions.
The Bhilwara Model of Coping with Covid-19,
demonstrating the importance of objectivity in crisis
management.

® Empathy: Understanding and sharing the feelings of
others. The success of various government initiatives
aimed at empowering marginalized sections of society,
such as the IAS officer Armstrong Pame, exemplified
empathy by building a 100-km road in Manipur in
2012 without government funds, connecting remote
villages to vital services.

Character Building and Public Service

Character, the sum total of a person’s moral and ethical
qualities, is shaped by a complex interplay of factors including
upbringing, education, and life experiences.

® Leadership by Example: Senior civil servants serve as
role models for their subordinates. Former President
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam continued teaching and inspiring
youth even after his presidency, embodying lifelong
learning and service

® Continuous Learning: A strong character is built
through lifelong learning. The government’s initiatives
to promote capacity building among civil servants,
such as the Mission Karmayogi, reflect the recognition
of the need for continuous learning and development.

® Ethical Dilemmas: Public service is often fraught with
ethical dilemmas. How individuals respond to these
challenges shapes their character. Delhi Police Man
Raj Singh in case held his duty first, helped arrest his
own son who stabbed a woman.

Happiness and Fulfillment in Public Service

While happiness is not the primary objective of public
service, itis a natural corollary of virtuous action and character
development. Public servants who are driven by a sense of
purpose and a desire to make a difference are more likely
to experience job satisfaction.

Interplay of Virtue, Character, and Happiness in Public
Service:

® Virtue as the Foundation of Character and Happiness:
Virtue serves asthe bedrockfor character development.
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€ As individuals in public service cultivate these
virtues, their character strengthens, enabling
them to make ethical decisions and serve the
public interest effectively.

@ This, in turn, contributes to a sense of fulfillment
and happiness derived from meaningful work.

® Character as the Bridge Between Virtue and
Happiness: Character, shaped by both innate qualities
and experiences, is the practical manifestation of
virtue.

@ A strong character allows public servants to
translate their values into actions, fostering a
sense of purpose and satisfaction.

@ By consistently adhering to ethical principles,
individuals build a strong reputation and
contribute to a positive work environment,
enhancing overall well-being.

® Happiness as the Culmination of Virtuous Character:
While not the primary objective, happiness is a natural
outcome of a life well-lived in public service.

€ When individuals align their actions with their
values and make a positive impact on society, they
experience a deep sense of fulfillment and
contentment.

@ This happiness is reinforced by the respect and
admiration of colleagues and the community.

Conclusion

The interplay between virtue, character, and happinessis
a dynamic and multifaceted process. In the context of public
service, it is a journey of continuous learning, growth, and
fulfillment. By cultivating virtue, building strong character, and
finding meaning in their work, public servants can contribute
significantly to the overall well-being of society.

You are the Superintendent of Police in a city hosting a
major religious festival. The event is expected to draw over
a million pilgrims to a sacred site with limited infrastructure.
Despite careful planning, a sudden surge in the crowd near
the main shrine entrance has resulted in a stampede. Initial
reports indicate multiple casualties and injuries, with panic
spreading rapidly through the dense crowd.

The narrow streets around the shrine complex are
congested, making it difficult for emergency vehicles to access
the area. False rumors are spreading rapidly on social media,
claiming that the stampede was caused by a terrorist attack,
leading to increased panic and the potential for communal
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tensions. Your actions in the next few hours will be crucial
in minimizing casualties and preventing the situation from

escalating further.

1. Identify the key stakeholders involved in this case.

2. What immediate measures should be taken to prevent
further casualties and manage the aftermath of the

stampede?

3. Discuss the long-term strategies that need to be
implemented to prevent such incidents in the future and

enhance the safety of large public gatherings.

Introduction:

As the Superintendent of Police (SP) in charge,
managing a stampede caused by a sudden crowd surge is
pivotal. Despite careful planning, the congestion around the
shrine complicates emergency responses. False rumors of a
terrorist attack on social media intensify panic, underscoring
the urgency for swift actions to minimize casualties, dispel

misinformation, and maintain public order effectively.

Body:

1. Identify the key stakeholders involved in this case.

Stakeholders |

Superintendent
of Police

Local Police
Force

Emergency
Medical
Services

Fire Department

Festival
Organizers

Local
Community
Leaders

Role/Responsibility

Overall coordination of rescue and
relief efforts, ensuring public safety,
controlling rumors, and managing the
crowd.

Assisting in crowd control, directing
emergency vehicles, maintaining law
and order, and preventing further panic.

Providing immediate medical care to
the injured, transporting casualties to
hospitals, and setting up temporary
medical stations.

Assisting in rescue operations, clearing
access routes for emergency vehicles,
and providing emergency support.

Assisting with crowd management,
providing information and updates
to authorities, and supporting relief
efforts.

Assisting in calming the crowd,
disseminating accurate information,
and preventing communal tensions.
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Volunteers and

Assisting in rescue operations, providing

NGOs first aid, and supporting the distribution
of relief materials.

Transport Managing traffic flow, ensuring clear

Authorities routes for emergency vehicles, and

providing transport for evacuees.

Public
Relations/
Media

Providing accurate information in social
media platforms, countering false
rumors, and informing the public about
safety measures.

2. What immediate measures should be taken to prevent
further casualties and manage the aftermath of the
stampede?

® Prioritize Life Safety:
4 Crowd Control:

o

O

Deploy adequate police personnel to
establish a perimeter around the affected
area to prevent further crowd influx.

Utilize loudspeakers to communicate clear
instructions, urging the crowd to remain calm
and move away from the stampede zone.
Create designated escape routes to guide
people out of the congested area.

€@ Emergency Response:

o

o

Dispatch adequate number of ambulance
and medical personnel to the scene.
Establish triage points to assess injuries and
prioritize treatment for critically wounded
individuals.

If needed, request additional medical
support from nearby hospitals or
neighboring districts.

4 Communication & Information Control:

o

Immediately work with relevant authorities
to shut down internet access in the
immediate vicinity to prevent the spread of
false rumors and social media panic.

Issue official statements through verified
media outlets, clarifying the situation and
providing accurate information about the
incident, casualties, and ongoing response
efforts.

® Secure the Scene and Maintain Order:

€ Scene Preservation:

o

Secure the stampede area to allow for
medical personnel to treat casualties and
begin initial investigations.

Deploy additional police units to maintain
order and prevent looting or further
disturbances.
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2

Public Safety Measures:

O Implement traffic control measures to clear
the area for emergency vehicles and facilitate
movement of the injured.

O Establish a dedicated helpline for families
and concerned individuals to inquire about
the situation and missing loved ones.

® Manage the Aftermath:

*

*

Casualty Management:

O Work with hospitals to ensure adequate
capacity and resources for treating the
injured.

O Establish a system for identifying and
notifying next of kin of those injured or
deceased.

Investigation and Accountability:

O Secure the scene for a thorough investigation
to determine the cause of the stampede and
identify any potential negligence.

O Hold relevant authorities accountable for
lapses in crowd management planning or
infrastructure limitations.

® Community Engagement:

*

Religious Leaders & Community Representatives:

O Collaborate with religious leaders and
community representatives to maintain
calm and provide spiritual support to those
affected.

O Utilize their influence to counter false rumors
and promote cooperation with authorities.

Post-Incident Support:

O Establish support services for victims’
families, including trauma counseling and
potential financial assistance.

O Organize blood donation drives and other
community initiatives to aid in recovery
efforts.

3. Discuss the long-term strategies that need to be
implemented to prevent such incidents in the future and
enhance the safety of large public gatherings.

® Pre-Event Planning and Infrastructure:

*

Risk Assessment and Mitigation: Conduct
comprehensive risk assessments that consider
the expected crowd size, venue capacity,
potential bottlenecks, and emergency evacuation
plans.
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*

Infrastructure Upgrade: Ensure thatinfrastructure
improvements are in place according to the
demand of the venue, including wider walkways,
designated entry and exit points, clear signage,
and adequate lighting.

Crowd Management Expertise: Involve crowd
management experts in the planning stages to
design a safe flow of people and implement crowd
control strategies.

Communication Infrastructure: Ensure robust
communication infrastructure - loudspeakers,
display boards, and potentially controlled
internet access - for disseminating clear
instructions and information during
emergencies.

® Public Awareness and Volunteer Training:

*

*

Public Education Campaigns: Launch public
education campaigns through various media
channels, educating attendees on safe crowd
behavior and emergency response protocols.
Volunteer Training: Train volunteers in crowd
management, first-aid, and basic communication
skills to assist with crowd control and provide
initial aid during emergencies.

® Technological Advancements:

*

*

Smart Ticketing and Access Control: Implement
smart ticketing systems to manage crowd influx
and prevent overcrowding in sensitive areas.
Real-time Crowd Monitoring: Utilize real-time
crowd monitoring technology with sensors and
CCTV cameras to track crowd density and identify
potential bottlenecks.

Early Warning Systems: Develop early warning
systems that can detect and alert authorities
about sudden crowd surges or potential trouble
spots.

® Collaboration and Stakeholder Engagement:

*

Inter-Agency Coordination: Establish a well-
coordinated response plan involving police,
emergency services, healthcare providers, event
organizers, and religious authorities.

Community Feedback: Gather feedback from
local communities and religious leaders regarding
crowd management strategies and potential
concerns.

Long-Term Investment: Allocate sustained
funding for infrastructure upgrades, crowd
management  training, and technological

advancementsforlong-termsafetyimprovements.
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Conclusion:

The recent stampede underscores the critical need
for a paradigm shift towards proactive safety measures
at mass gatherings. By implementing long-term strategies
that combine infrastructure upgrades, public education, and
cutting-edge technology, we can transform these events
from potential hazards into safe spaces for celebration and
community building.

You are the newly appointed Principal of a prestigious
government school in a small town. The school desperately
needs upgrades —the science labs are outdated, the computer
room has only a few working machines, and the library needs
expansion.

You had invited a local politician to the school for the
15% of August celebrations, during which he announced
his intention to make a significant donation. However,
in a private meeting afterward, he also insisted that the
renovation contract and purchase of equipment be awarded
to a company owned by one of his relatives. However, the
company is known for supplying substandard materials.

The donation would cover all these improvements and
more, potentially transforming educational opportunities
for the students. Some teachers and parents are opposed to
accepting these funds under such conditions, while others
argue that the students’ needs should come first. Your
decision will impact the school’s future, its reputation, and
the education of hundreds of students.

1. What are the key stakeholders in this situation?
2. Whatare the ethical dilemmas involved in this situation?

3. What decision will you make regarding the donation, and
what is your rationale behind it?

Introduction:

A government school urgently needs upgrades for
outdated labs, limited computers, and an undersized library.
A local politician offered a donation but insists on awarding
the renovation contract to a relative’s company known for
substandard materials.

® Teachers and parents are divided: some prioritize
student needs over accepting these conditions.
® The principal’s decision will impact the school’s
future, reputation, and student education significantly.
Body:

1. What are the key stakeholders in this situation?

Stakeholders Role/Responsibility

Principal Responsible for making the final
decision on whether to accept the
donation and the conditions.
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Local Politician

Teachers

Parents

Students

School
Administration

The donor who intends to make
a significant donation but with
conditions attached.

Concerned about the quality of
education and the ethical implications
of accepting the donation.

Interested in the educational
opportunities and safety of their
children.

Direct beneficiaries of the improved
facilities, but also affected by the
school's reputation.

Involved in the implementation of the
upgrades and ensuring the quality of
education.

Local Community

Observers and stakeholders in the
school's reputation and ethical
standing.

Company Owned

Potential contractor for the

by Politician's renovations, known for substandard

Relative materials.

Media Reporting on the situation and
influencing public opinion.

Education Overseeing school operations and

Authorities maintaining educational standards.

2. Whatare the ethical dilemmas involved in this situation?
® Transparency vs. Short-Term Gain

€ Transparency (Beneficence & Accountability):
Accepting the donation with strings attached sets
a bad precedent and undermines public trust.

O It avoids open bidding, which could have led
to better quality materials at a lower cost.

€ Short-Term Gain (Utilitarianism): The donation
offers immediate and direly needed
improvements, vastly benefiting the students’
current education.

® Student Needs vs. School Reputation

€ Student Needs (Beneficence): Accepting the
donation fulfills the school’s immediate needs
and improves the learning environment.

@ School Reputation (Justice & Integrity): Accepting
subpar materials tarnishes the school’sreputation
and sets a low standard for quality.

® Avoiding Corruption vs. Forgoing Opportunity

€@ Avoiding Corruption (Justice): Accepting the

donation with conditions fosters a culture of
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corruption, favoring connections over merit and
potentially leading to safety risks for the students
if materials are faulty.
€ Forgoing Opportunity (Utilitarianism): Refusing
the donation deprives the students of a significant
educational advantage and potentially delays
critical improvements.
® Educational Mission vs. Political Influence: Accepting
the donation could improve educational resources but
also increase political influence over the school.
@ This creates a dilemma between advancing the
school’s educational mission and maintaining its
independence from political pressures.

3.  What decision will you make regarding the donation, and
what is your rationale behind it?

The decision, considering all the ethical dilemmas,
would be to politely decline the donation with the attached
conditions. This will include:

® Open Communication with the Politician: Thanking
the Politician for his generosity and explaining the
school’'s commitment to fair procurement practices
and student safety.

® Negotiate with the Politician: Attempt to renegotiate
the terms of the donation, proposing a gateway where
the politician’s relative’s company could be one of
several bidders in a transparent procurement process.

® Explore Alternative Solution:

€ Alumni Network: Reach out to successful alumni
for potential donations. Showcase how their
contributions would directly benefit current
students and the school’s future.

€ Phased Upgrading with Community Support:
Breakdowntheupgradesintosmaller, manageable
projects.

O For each project, seek specific community
support - e.g., local tech companies for the
computer room, science-based businesses
for the labs.

@ Lease Unutilized Space: If the school has any
underutilized space, consider leasing it out for
community events (e.g., after-school programs,
adult education classes) to generate extra
income.

Rationale Behind the Decision:

® Student Safety and Education at Priority: Substandard
materials could pose safety hazards or hinder learning.
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@ The school’s core responsibility is student well-
being and a quality education, which this donation
could potentially compromise.

® Maintain Transparency and Uphold Integrity:
Accepting a “tied” donation opens the door to future
corruption and sets a bad precedent for fair
procurement practices.

@ Transparency fosters trust within the community
and with the students.

® Legal and Regulatory Compliance: Accepting such a
tied grant might violate public procurement laws and
regulations that govern government schools,
potentially leading to legal consequences.

® Avoiding Political Influence: Accepting the donation
could open the door to undue political influence in
school affairs, compromising the institution’s
independence and educational focus.

Conclusion:

While the politician’s offer presents a tempting shortcut,
ethical leadership demands prioritizing student safety and
school integrity. By politely declining the tied donation
and exploring alternative solutions like grants, fundraising,
and alumni engagement, may require more work, but it
safeguards students, fosters community trust, and sets a
strong foundation for the school’s sustainable future. A
reputation for ethical conduct would itself attract ethical
donors who share the same values.

You are the captain of a space exploration mission to
Mars. Six months into the journey, a critical life support system
malfunctions. After careful analysis, your engineer determines
that the system can be repaired, but it requires a specialized
part that can only be 3D printed using a rare material. There’s
enough of this material on board to either print the part or
to continue producing essential medication for one of your
crew members with a chronic condition.

If you choose to repair the life support system, all
crew members will survive the journey, but the one crew
member will likely suffer severe health complications. If you
continue producing the medication, that crew member will
remain stable, but the faulty life support system significantly
increases the risk of mission failure and potential loss of all
lives on board.

The crew member in question is your most experienced
engineer, crucial for the mission’s success on Mars. Earth
is too far away to provide immediate assistance, and your
decision must be made within 24 hours. Your choice will have
profound implications for the mission, the lives of your crew,
and potentially the future of space exploration.
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1. What are the ethical dilemmas involved in this case?

2. How should a leader balance the ethical principles of
non-maleficence and beneficence in this critical
situation?

3.  What lessons can be learned from this scenario to
improve contingency planning and resource allocation?

Introduction:

On a Mars mission, the captain faces a critical decision

when a life support system fails. With limited resources,
they must choose between repairing the system to ensure
the crew’s survival or continuing medication for a key crew
member with a chronic condition.

The scenario underscores the complex ethical
challenges of leadership in space exploration, where
resources are scarce and decisions can have life-or-
death consequences.

Body:

1.
[ J

2.

What are the ethical dilemmas involved in this case?

Utilitarianism vs. Individual Rights: The need to save
the entire crew versus respecting the right to health of
the individual crew member.

Short-term Survival vs. Long-term Mission Success:
Immediate crew survival versus the potential for
completing the Mars mission.

Equality vs. Utility: Treating all crew members’ lives as
equal versus prioritizing the engineer crucial for
mission success.

Duty to Crew vs. Duty to Mission: The captain’s
responsibility to protect all crew members versus the
obligation to ensure mission completion.

Autonomy vs. Paternalism: Allowing the affected crew
member to make their own choice versus making a
decision for their perceived benefit.
Consequentialism vs. Deontology: Focusing on the
outcomes of the decision versus adhering to moral
rules or duties.

Risk Mitigation vs. Certainty: Choosing between a
certain negative outcome for one versus a risk of
negative outcome for all.

Professional Ethics vs. Personal Morality: The captain’s
duty as a leader versus personal moral convictions.

How should a leader balance the ethical principles of
non-maleficence and beneficence in this critical
situation?
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® Non-maleficence:

€ Minimize Overall Harm: The leader should assess
the potential harm in both scenarios.

O Does repairing the life support system with a
high chance of success for all outweigh the
guaranteed health complications for one
crew member?

& Transparency and Shared Decision-Making:
While the captain holds ultimate responsibility,
informing the crew fosters trust and allows for
potentially valuable input.

O The engineer’s experience might suggest
creative solutions, or their understanding of
the situation could influence the decision.

® Beneficence:

€ Maximize Overall Well-Being: Prioritizing the
survival of all crew members aligns with
beneficence. However, consider the engineer’s
long-term health on Mars and its impact on the
mission.

€ Long-Term Sustainability: A successful mission
with a compromised engineer could raise ethical

concerns based on teamwork. .

® Course of Action:

€ Immediate Action: Convene an emergency
meeting with the entire crew within the 24-hour
window.

@ Full Transparency: Present the situation clearly,
explaining the malfunction, the repair option, and
the limited material.

€ Engineer’s Input: Seek the engineer’s expertise
on potential solutions. Can they modify the repair
process to use less material, allowing for some
medication production?

@ Crew Discussion: Facilitate a discussion about the
potential courses of action. Encourage everyone
to voice their concerns and perspectives.

€ Shared Decision-Making: Consider a vote or
reach a consensus based on the available
information. Transparency and participation are
crucial.

€ Contingency Planning: Formulate a backup plan
regardless of the chosen course.

O If repairing the life support system, have a
plan to manage the engineer’s health on
Mars.
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O If continuing medication, have a plan to
maximize the chances of a successful
mission with a potentially compromised life
support system.

Considering all ethical aspects, a leader might lean
towards repairing the life support system, as it aligns more
closely with the principle of nonmaleficence for the majority
of the crew.

® However, this decision should be made with
transparency and with a commitment to providing the
best possible care for the affected crew member
within the constraints of the situation.

3.  What lessons can be learned from this scenario to
improve contingency planning and resource allocation?
® Pre-mission Considerations:

€ Scenario Planning: Simulate various crisis
scenarios during training, including equipment
malfunctions and resource shortages.

O This allows crews to practice decision-making
under pressure and develop shared principles
for prioritizing actions.

@ Resource Redundancy: Where feasible, consider
carrying redundant or multipurpose components
for critical systems. This can act as a safety net in
case of malfunction.

@ Cross-training: Encourage crew members to
develop skills beyond their primary roles. The
engineer’s potential solutions in this scenario
demonstrate the value of cross-training.

® Mission Flexibility:

€ Resource Prioritization: Develop a clear hierarchy
for resource allocation during emergencies.

O Consider factors like mission success, crew
safety, and long-term sustainability.

€ Adaptive Planning: Maintain flexibility in mission
plans to accommodate unforeseen circumstances.

€ Communication Protocols: Establish clear
communication protocols for emergencies,
including information flow between crew and
mission control.

® Lessons from This Specific Scenario:

€ Rare Materials: Evaluate the necessity of carrying
rare materials on long-duration missions.

O Consider alternative manufacturing methods
(potentially 3D printing with more readily
available materials) or explore
miniaturization of critical components.
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€ Advanced Medical Supplies: Investigate the feasi-

bility of on-board medical labs or advanced med-

ical supplies for unforeseen health complications.
Conclusion:

While prioritizing crew survival is paramount, future
missions demand more robust contingency planning. By
incorporating lessons from this near-disaster, space agen-
cies can strengthen resource allocation, explore alternative
materials, and prioritize crew well-being and take all other
essential steps for ensuring ethical and sustainable exploration
of the cosmos.

You are the head coach of a state football team pre-
paring for the National Cup finals. Two days before the final
match, you witness your star striker, who is crucial to the
team’s strategy and morale, using a performance-enhancing
drug. This drug is undetectable by current testing methods.
On confronting him, he expresses deep remorse and begs
you not to report him, as it would end his career and possibly
result in stripping the team of all their tournament victories.

As you grapple with this revelation, you realize the
magnitude of your decision. Playing him risks the integrity of
the sport and your personal ethics, but benching or reporting
him could cost your nation its first-ever National Cup title. The
hopes of fans rest on this match, and the economic impact of
winning would be significant for your state. You must decide
quickly whether to play him, bench him with a cover story, or
report the violation to the authorities, knowing each choice
carries profound consequences for the player, the team, and
the sport itself.

1. Whatare the ethical dilemmas involved in this situation?

2. Asthehead coach, what would be yourimmediate course
of action and why?

3. How can the current system of monitoring and prevent-
ing the use of performance-enhancing drugs in sports be
improved to address situations like this in the future?

Introduction:

This case study presents a moral dilemma faced by a
football coach on the brink of a national championship.

® The discovery of his star player’s undisclosed use of
performance-enhancing drugs forces the coach to
make a critical decision with far-reaching consequenc-
es.

® The choice between upholding the integrity of the
sport and pursuing victory highlights the complex ethi-
cal challenges in competitive athletics.
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Body:

1.
[ J

2.

What are the ethical dilemmas involved in this situation?

Integrity vs. Success: The core dilemma is whether to
prioritize the integrity of the sport and personal ethics
over the potential success and benefits of winning the
National Cup.

Utilitarianism vs. Deontological Ethics: The dilemma
touches on whether to make a decision based on the
greatest good for the greatest number (utilitarian
approach) or based on absolute moral principles
(deontological approach).

Short-term vs. Long-term Consequences: The decision
involves weighing immediate benefits (winning the
cup) against long-term implications for the sport’s
credibility and the coach’s personal reputation.

Truth vs. Deception: Choosing to play the striker or
bench him with a cover story involves deceiving
officials, fans, and possibly team members.

Rule of Law vs. Situational Ethics: There’s a tension
between strictly adhering to the rules of the sport and
considering the unique circumstances of this situation.
Punishment vs. Redemption: There’s a question of
whether the player deserves a chance at redemption
or should face the consequences of his actions.

As the head coach, what would be yourimmediate course
of action and why?

As the head coach in this scenario, | would approach

this complex ethical dilemma with a thorough analysis of the
options and their consequences.

Play the Striker:
@ Pros:

O Maintains
cohesion

team morale and strategic
O Enhances chances of winning the National
Cup
O Brings economic benefits to the state
O Satisfies fan expectations and support
& Cons:
O Compromises personal
integrity
O Violates the
sportsmanship

and professional

spirit of fair play and

O Risks severe future consequences if the drug
use is discovered

O Sets a dangerous precedent for other players
regarding drug use
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Bench the Striker with a Cover Story:
¢ Pros:
O Preserves a level of integrity without full
disclosure
O Avoids immediate scandal and protects the
player’s career
& Cons:
O Weakens the team’s chances of winning
O Creates potential for speculation and rumors
O Places the coach in a position of deceit and
covering up misconduct
Report the Violation to Authorities:
¢ Pros:
O Upholds the integrity of the sport
O Sets aclear ethical standard for the team and
sport
O Potentially prevents future drug use by other
players
& Cons:
O Likely leads to team disqualification and loss
of previous victories
O Ends the player’s career
O Disappoints fans and negatively impacts the
state economy
O May create a scandal that overshadows the
tournament
After careful consideration, my immediate course of

action would be to bench the striker with a cover story, while
simultaneously initiating a confidential report to the relevant
authorities.

The cover story for benching the player could involve a
sudden illness or minor injury.

This allows time for the proper authorities to investigate
and make informed decisions about consequences for
the player and team.

Rationale for this Decision:

Ethical Integrity: By not playing the striker, | maintain a
degree of ethical integrity without immediately
jeopardizing the entire team’s efforts.

Fair Competition: Benching the player ensures that the
final match is played without the unfair advantage of
a doping athlete.

Balancing Consequences: This approach attempts to
balance the immediate consequences (disqualification
of team) with long-term ethical considerations.
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® Due Process: By reporting to the authorities ® Improved Education and Prevention: Enhance anti-
confidentially, | ensure that proper procedures are doping education programs for athletes, starting at
followed, and the issue is addressed by the appropriate younger ages and continuing throughout their careers.
governing bodies. @ Provide better resources for athletes to
® Future Deterrence: By addressing the issue, albeit not understand the risks and consequences of doping.
publicly at first, it sends a message that drug use will | ¢ \yhistleblower Protection and Incentives: Establish
not be tolerated, potentially deterring future incidents. robust  whistleblower protection programs  to
3. How can the current system of monitoring and preventing encourage reporting of doping activities.
the use of performance-enhancing drugs in sports be @ Offer reduced penalties for athletes who come
improved to address situations like this in the future? forward with information about widespread
Improving the current system of monitoring ( urine doping practices.
samples and fingernail or hair testing) and preventing the ® Addressing Root Causes: Work to change the culture in
use of performance-enhancing drugs in sports requires a sports that often prioritizes winning at all costs.
multifaceted approach: @ Address economic pressures that may drive
® Advanced Testing Methods: Invest in research to athletes to dope by ensuring fair compensation
develop more sophisticated detection technigues that and support systems.
can |d(telnt|fyda thel;I radnge of substances, including @ Provide mental health resources to athletes to
currently undetectable drugs. L .
v g address underlying issues that might lead to
€ Implement more frequent and randomized . . .
. - 4 doping, such as pressure, anxiety, or depression.
testing schedules to increase the likelihood of . . .
. ® Independent Oversight: Establish truly independent
catching offenders. . . . ) ) . ]
. . . anti-doping bodies to avoid conflicts of interest with
® Biological Passport System: Expand and refine the use .
. . . , sports organizations.
of biological passports, which track an athlete’s ) ]
biological markers over time to detect abnormalities ¢ Incre:?\se. transparency in the testing and
that might indicate doping. sanctioning processes.
Conclusion:

€ Make this system mandatory across big sports
leagues.

The decision to uphold the integrity of the sport is

® Stricter Penalties: Implement harsher penalties for | paramount, even at the cost of immediate success. While
dopers, including longer bans and financial | benchingthe playerisa difficult choice, it prioritizes fair play.

repercussions. To prevent such dilemmas, sports need robust, independent
@ Extend consequences to coaches, medical staff, | anti-doping agencies, advanced detection methods, and a
and others who enable or encourage doping. strong culture of ethical sportsmanship.
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39. The unexamined life is not worth living, but the unlived life is not worth examining.
40. The only real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.

41. Power is the invisible current that shapes the landscape of human interaction, eroding some structures while fortifying
others.

42. Freedom is the space between stimulus and response, expanding and contracting with each conscious choice
43. The weight of a decision is not in its making, but in the shadows it casts on the souls it touches.

44, Every dawn brings a promise, and every dusk a reflection.

45. What you are afraid to do is the clear indication of what you need to do.

46. Itis a mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it.




	General Studies Paper-1
	History
	Geography
	Indian Heritage and Culture
	Indian Society

	General Studies Paper-2
	Polity & Governance
	International Relations
	Social Justice

	General Studies Paper-3
	Economy
	Science and Technology
	Biodiversity & Environment
	Internal Security
		Disaster Management

	General Studies Paper-4
	Theoretical Questions
	Case Study

	Essay

